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 WORK SESSION OF SEPTEMBER 21, 2015 

 

The work session of the Fair Lawn Planning Board on Monday, September 21, 2015 was called to 

order at 7:05 p.m. by Chairman Brent Pohlman in Room 201 of the Fair Lawn Municipal Building. 

 

The notice of the Open Public Meetings Law was read stating that the newspapers were notified 

and a notice posted on the first floor bulletin board of the Fair Lawn Municipal Building. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Present:   Peter Kortright, III,  Joan Fragala, Benjamin Bontekoe, Vice Chairman Daniel Furphy,  

Chairman Brent Pohlman,  Oliver Wilhelm, Amy Hummerstone, Larry Metzger   Absent:  Deputy 

Mayor Lefkowitz, Joseph Mele,   James Hughes     

 

Also present:  Board Attorney Thomas Randall, Board Engineer Jeffrey Morris, Board Secretary 

Cathy Hochkeppel 

 

Zoning Board Recommendations 

 

Chairman Pohlman stated that the Council has requested that the Board review the 

recommendations made by the Zoning Board.    The first recommendation was to allow for six foot 

fences on corner lots as technically, both corners are front yard.  Chairman Pohlman thought that 

although this does create a variance situation, he thought it best that the Zoning Board review 

each application as each corner lot is different.  Board members concurred. 

 

Chairman Pohlman referred the rezoning matters to the master plan subcommittee.  It was noted 

that the Board has referred a rezoning ordinance to the Council which includes some of the 

properties. 

 

Relative to the small non-conforming lots, Ms. Hochkeppel stated that she had spoken to the 

Borough Engineer relative to this recommendation, and he felt that the Zoning Board should retain 

control over these lots as there are many variables involved.   The Borough does not want to 

encourage small homes that do not meet today’s standards to avoid appearing before the Zoning 

Board.  Each request should be individually reviewed.   Board members voiced similar opinions.     

 

Relative to strengthening the prohibition against multi-family uses, Board Attorney Randall 

pointed out that multi-family structures are currently prohibited in the R-1, R-2 and R-3 residential 
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zones.  Chairman Pohlman stated that since it is already prohibited, there doesn’t appear to be 

anything more to legislate.     

 

Vanderbeck Property 

 

Amy Hummerstone asked if the Board thought they should revisit the master plan relative to the 

rezoning of this property.  Chairman Pohlman stated that they already discussed this property and 

the recommendation to Council was unanimous.  He does not wish to revisit the issue and delay 

things further.  Board members concurred. 

 

Adjournment 

 

Upon motion by Peter Kortright and a second by Joan Fragala, the meeting was unanimously 

adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 

    

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Cathryn Hochkeppel 

Secretary of the Planning Board 


