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Work Session of September 16, 2013  
 
Chairman Brent Pohlman called the meeting to order at 7:08. 

 
Roll Call:  Amy Hummerstone, Larry Metzger, Peter Kortright, Joan Fragala,  
Vice Chairman Joseph Mele, Oliver Wilhelm,  Daniel Furphy, Chairman Brent 
Pohlman, Amy Lefkowitz, Deputy Mayor Trawinski  
 
Also present:  Borough Engineer Jeffrey Morris, Borough Planner Cheryl 
Bergailo, Board Attorney Thomas Randall, Board Secretary Cathy Hochkeppel 
 
Impervious Coverage Ordinance 
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski recused himself from the discussion. 
 
Cheryl Bergailo submitted an ordinance for review by the Board.  Joseph Mele 
suggested that a maintenance plan might be inserted.  It was noted that in 
Section II, the ordinance states that [the pavers] “shall be maintained in 
accordance with the NJ Stormwater Best Management Practices Manual.”  It was 
agreed among the Board members that this would satisfy that requirement.  It 
was the unanimous consensus of the Board to recommend the Council consider 
adoption of this ordinance. 
 
Master Plan Review 
 
Cheryl Bergailo explained that the master plan subcommittee had been meeting 
regularly.  Certain aspects of the master plan have been drafted including the 
Introduction, Goals and Objectives and the Community Profile.  There are many 
changes in the goals and objectives which are not controversial in nature.  There 
is also an updated census.  It was noted for the record that this is simply a draft 
and not the final work product.  Cost efficiency is one of the goals and objectives 
and Ms. Bergailo explained the other goals in detail.  Ms. Bergailo also explained 
the Community Profile.  There is very high use of public transportation in Fair 
Lawn.  Fair Lawn also has a lower than average poverty rate compared to the 
rest of the County.  Ms. Bergailo added that gross rent has increased 34% in Fair 
Lawn and 47% in Bergen County.  Ms. Bergailo reviewed the various aspects of 
the Community Profile and explained the different elements.   
 
Ms. Bergailo also explained that the Community Facility and Recreation Plan has 
also been prepared in draft.  She reviewed all the various facilities.  There is a 
section on Radburn.  She also noted that residents age 55+ is a growing 
population in Fair Lawn.  Ms. Bergailo explained the elements in detail.   
 
Ms. Bergailo then explained the Historic Preservation Plan.    She reviewed the 
historic sites and listed those owned privately and publicly.  Ms. Bergailo stated 
that there were additional sites that should be considered as historic.    The 
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Conservation Plan and Recycling Plan was also reviewed.  Ms. Bergailo 
explained the different elements in detail. 
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski had several suggestions.  He noted that under the goals 
on page two, there was no mention of open space or demolition of existing 
structures in flood plains and thought that it should be inserted.  He also thought 
that the viability of an Industrial Park no longer makes sense and should be 
reworded.  In the Radburn section on page seventeen, it should be noted that 
any resident has the ability to use the pool and recreational facilities.  Deputy 
Mayor Trawinski pointed out that in addition to those listed, the Borough allows 
use of Memorial Pool to those who have accessibility issues and also provides 
summer programs to various children’s groups.  On page eighteen, it should be 
noted that Council recently approved a concept for a redesign of the Walsh pool 
area.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski added that there have been two updates that 
have formally been incorporated into the Open Space and Recreation Plan.  
There is a passive park on Broadway and a mini pocket park in Columbia 
Heights where the old Rescue Squad was located.  Additionally, there will be a 
passive park on George Street.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski suggested that 
somewhere the Borough’s commitment to a river walk should be weaved into the 
plan.  The Borough accepted a piece of property from Lackland Storage and the 
Borough just acquired a piece of property at the southern end of the walk and 
that structure will be demolished.    Another well-known example of the 
Roughgarten capes is in the Lyncrest section and should be added to the historic 
table.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski noted that another historic sign that the Borough 
lost was the Dunkin Donuts on Broadway.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski referred to 
the recommendations relative to the Conservation Plan Element and the 
suggestion that the use of calcium chloride be minimized.  He noted that brine is 
the new use, and stated that several years ago Harvey Rubinstein suggested the 
use of pickle juice but was not taken very seriously.  Now it is an accepted 
practice.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski also thought that on page thirty-six, the words 
“continue to” should be inserted after “The Borough should [continue to] 
monitor...”  
 
Larry Metzger mentioned that the Fair Lawn Avenue Bridge has some historic 
value.  It was noted that this bridge is maintained by Passaic County.  Mr. 
Metzger thought the trusses should be saved.   
 
Ms. Bergailo noted that there are remaining elements including Land Use and the 
Green Buildings Element.  The Utilities and Circulation Elements are being 
prepared by Jeffrey Morris.  They hope to have the full draft by the end of 
October, and it can be posted on the Borough’s website.  Comments from the 
public will be considered but anonymous comments will be disregarded.   It was 
the general consensus that three public hearings will be sufficient but more can 
be added if it becomes necessary.  Certain groups will receive the draft of the full 
plan and those committees/groups can also make recommendations prior to the 
final adoption. 
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11-26 Saddle River Road (conceptual)   
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski recused himself from the discussion.  Chairman 
Pohlman noted that this was a conceptual application to build a ramp at the back 
entrance of the building.  Dan Furphy stated that getting patients into the building 
is difficult but he didn’t think this ramp would make it much easier because of its 
configuration.    Jeffrey Morris wondered where the dumpster would be relocated, 
and stated that the ramp is not ADA compliant.  Peter Kortright noted that it was 
very close to the property line and would require a variance.    It was the general 
consensus that the design was not functional.  Jeffrey Morris stated he would call 
the engineer to advise that this design is not acceptable.  
 
Proposed Addition to Westmoreland Elementary School 
 
Ms. Hochkeppel explained that the plans for the proposed addition were 
forwarded to her as required by law.  The Board members reviewed the plans 
and unanimously endorsed the application. 
 
Approval of minutes 
 
Upon motion by Amy Lefkowitz and a second by Oliver Wilhelm, the work 
session minutes of July 8, 2013, were unanimously approved.  AYES:  Amy 
Hummerstone, Peter Kortright, Vice Chairman Joseph Mele, Daniel Furphy, 
Oliver Wilhelm, Amy Lefkowitz, Joan Fragala, Chairman Brent Pohlman, Abstain: 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski, Larry Metzger  Upon motion by Joseph Mele and a 
second by Amy Lefkowitz, the minutes of the regular meeting of July 8, 2013, as 
amended, were unanimously approved.  AYES: Amy Hummerstone, Peter 
Kortright, Vice Chairman Joseph Mele, Daniel Furphy, Oliver Wilhelm, Amy 
Lefkowitz, Chairman Brent Pohlman, Deputy Mayor Trawinski   Abstain: Larry 
Metzger, Joan Fragala  Upon motion by Joan Fragala and a second by Oliver 
Wilhelm, the minutes of the August 12, 2013, work session were unanimously 
approved.  AYES:  Peter Kortright, Joan Fragala,  Vice Chairman Joseph Mele, 
Daniel Furphy, Oliver Wilhelm, Amy Lefkowitz, Chairman Brent Pohlman Abstain:  
Deputy Mayor Trawinski, Larry Metzger, Amy Hummerstone 
 
Approval of escrow bills 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Joseph Mele, the 
escrow bills were unanimously approved. 
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Adjournment 
 
Upon motion by Amy Hummerstone and a second by Joan Fragala, the meeting 
was unanimously adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 

Cathryn Hochkeppel 

Secretary of the Planning Board 

 


