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REGULAR MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 25, 2001

Mayor Ganz opened the meeting at 7:34 p.m. Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski read the following statement of compliance:

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, annual notice of all meetings of the Borough of Fair Lawn was published in "The
Record" issue of December 27, 2000. Notices were also posted on the Bulletin Board located on the First Floor of the Municipal
Building and at the Maurice Pine Free Public Library, copies mailed to The North Jersey Herald and News. The Annual Notice
identified the meeting location and the time of the Council Meetings and Work Sessions.

PRESENT: Mayor Ganz, Deputy Mayor Etler, Councilmembers Amato and Dobrow. 

Also present: Acting Borough Manager Garrison, Borough Attorney Lustgarten, Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski and Assistant
Municipal Clerk Bojanowski.

Mayor Ganz asked that before they proceed with their formal agenda they take a moment of silence to reflect not only on the three
Borough residents who were lost in the World Trade Center catastrophe but also all of the 6,300 lives that were taken and the
many injured.

NOMINATIONS FOR COUNCILMEMBER 

Mayor Ganz stated he understood the Borough Clerk received a communication from the Municipal Chair regarding filling a
vacancy on the Borough Council. Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski read the letter dated September 24, 2001, addressed to Joanne M.
Kwasniewski, RMC/CMC/AAE as Municipal Clerk regarding filling a vacancy in Municipal Council. Dear Mrs. Kwasniewski: Pursuant
to the Municipal Vacancy Law N.J.S.A.40A: 16-1, et. seq. and specifically N.J.S.A.40A: 16-11 the Democratic Municipal Committee
of Fair Lawn met on September 24, 2001 and selected the following individuals as the three nominees to fill the vacancy on the
Municipal Council following the resignation of Deputy Mayor Adler. Kindly forward these names of Lawrence Morgenstein, Steven
Weinstein and Jack Link to the Mayor and Council pursuant to law. Signed by Barry Winston.

Mayor Ganz stated that considering the filling of the vacancy was appropriate for the Council at this time.

Deputy Mayor Etler stated he has known all three men a long time. Any of them could serve well on this Council. All three have
served this community in various capacities with distinction. However, it appears to him, that Steve Weinstein would make an
excellent addition to the Council. He has served on the Zoning Board. Mr. Weinstein's qualifications speak for themselves.

Councilmember Amato stated he only knew two of the three gentlemen. Steve Weinstein was one of them. He and Steve
Weinstein served together on the Rent Leveling Board for one year. It was a very good year. He enjoyed working with Steve. He
respects him and thought he would bring some very good qualities to the Council.

Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Etler and a second by Councilmember Dobrow, Steven Weinstein was nominated as
Councilmember to fill the unexpired term and serve to the next general election. 

Mayor Ganz stated that Steve Weinstein is an individual who has rare talents that he will bring to the Borough Council. He is a
Certified Public Accountant, the President of the Teaneck Chamber of Commerce and has served with distinction on our Zoning
Board. In his view these are good qualifications that lend themselves to our form of government and to bring the Council up to full
strength. He looks forward to working with him.

Hearing no further comment, Steven Weinstein was unanimously nominated as Councilmember to fill the unexpired term to the
next general election.

SWEARING IN OF COUNCILMEMBER STEVEN WEINSTEIN

Mayor Ganz swore in Councilmember Steven Weinstein.

RESIGNATION OF DEPUTY MAYOR OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

Deputy Mayor Etler stated he would like to resign as Deputy Mayor of Community Relations and be considered for Deputy Mayor.
Mayor Ganz said it was appropriate for him to resign as Deputy Mayor.

Upon motion by Councilmember Dobrow and seconded by Councilmember Weinstein, the resignation of Deputy Mayor Etler from
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his position as Deputy Mayor of Community Relations was unanimously accepted.

NOMINATION OF DEPUTY MAYOR

Upon motion by Councilmember Amato and a second by Councilmember Dobrow, the elevation of Councilmember Etler to Deputy
Mayor was unanimously approved. 

PROCLAMATIONS: "NATIONAL BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH"
"INTERNATIONAL WALK OUR CHILDREN TO SCHOOL DAY"
"TIMOTHY & NICHOLAS GRIEP DAY"

Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski read the proclamations. Mayor Ganz stated the last proclamation was a remarkable tale of two young
men who helped catch the perpetrators in their attempted thefts. They are truly deserving of the thanks of the Borough.

MANAGER'S REPORT

Mayor Ganz stated the Manager's report is out on the table. The Borough Manager is at a conference and Borough Engineer Ken
Garrison is present as Acting Manager. Acting Manager Garrison stated there were no changes to the Manager's Report.

COMMENTS BY COUNCILMEMBER WEINSTEIN 

Councilmember Weinstein thanked Mayor Ganz, fellow Councilmembers, constituents, friends and family. He is honored to have
this appointment bestowed upon him. As a CPA he has had twenty-two years in the field of Accounting and Taxation. He will bring
a background of number crunching and finance to the Council and will be a positive and effective voice in the formulation of future
budgets. He will always put himself in the shoes of residents balancing out Borough needs and priorities without causing financial
hardship to his fellow residents. He has been president of the Teaneck Chamber of Commerce and a member of the Teaneck
Economic Development Corp. for four years. He has served on the Fair Lawn Zoning Board for the last two years. Councilmember
Weinstein said he understood the need for Economic Development in Fair Lawn as a way to keep taxes stable and to maintain
property value. Popular economic development will add popular business attractions such as shopping and restaurants to Fair Lawn
that will ultimately increase business rateable. He will carefully analyze each issue and never decide without weighing its effect on
all of Fair Lawn. 

He thanked his good friends, his mother-in-law, his sister and her family, his brother-in-law for all of their love and support and his
parents for their love and influence in always pushing him to do more and to become community involved. He thanked his children
Sari, Zachary and Ashley. They are everything to him and they are his inspiration. He concluded by thanking the love of his life, his
wife Linda, who without her love and support he would not be installed here today. He looks forward to the challenges ahead. He
will not let them down.

RESOLUTIONS BY CONSENT #17-2001

Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Etler and a second by Councilmember Dobrow, Consent Agenda #17-2001 containing the following
items with Resolution 296-2001 removed, was unanimously adopted with Councilmember Weinstein abstaining.

a. Resol. #287-2001 Approval of Minutes:
Work Session 8/14/2001
Special Meeting 8/14/2001 
b. Resol. #288-2001 Approval of Raffles & Bingo: St. Leon Armenian Church off-premise 50/50
c. Resol. #289-2001 Award of Bid: Tree Removal with Stumps
d. Resol. #290-2001 Award of Bid: Tree Trimming
e. Resol. #291-2001 Award of Bid: Tree Planting with Root Guards
f. Resol. #292-2001 Award of Bid: Re-Roof Sewer Garage
g. Resol. #293-2001 Award of Bid: 2nd Street Water Main Replacement
h. Resol. #294-2001 Endorsement of CDBG Application for Alliance Against Homelessness of Bergen County, Inc.
i. Resol. #295-2001 Opposing A-1193, The New Jersey Family Home Occupations Act
j. Resol. #296-2001 Removed

MISCELLANEOUS PUBLIC COMMENTS



Council Meeting Minutes - September 25, 2001

file:///C|/Users/mike.lebeau/Documents/fairlawn/2001CouncilMinutes/Sep252001.htm[1/3/2013 4:35:15 PM]

Upon motion by Councilmember Amato and a second by Deputy Mayor Etler, it was unanimously agreed to open the time for
public comments.

Susanne Williams, 16 South Broadway, stated the bus stop has been moved to the island on Broadway by request of a resident
that just moved in. She had a petition signed by many people that she gave to the Municipal Clerk. Ms. Williams stated they moved
the bus stop without an ordinance in place. She objects to having this bus stop on the island. It places a strain on the commuters
who have trouble reaching the island. Seeing oncoming traffic is difficult. The snow plows from Fair Lawn and Saddle Brook pile up
snow on the island. The resident requested the bus stop be moved because he was tired of the cigarette butts in front of his
house. Ms. Williams stated she had sent a letter to Borough Manager Sacks on April 30, 2001 with a list of signatures requesting
the bus stop be returned to its original location. They never received a reply the letter, calls or e-mails. She found out the resident
who requested the change e-mailed the Borough Manager on September 12, 2001 requesting a bus shelter be built for the people
waiting at the bus stop. She had in her possession a copy of that e-mail along with a copy of the Borough Manager's reply. She
said the island did not need a bus shelter.

Mayor Ganz asked if Borough Engineer Garrison was familiar with the location. Borough Engineer Garrison stated he was aware of
the location. He will pass this information to the Borough Manager and the Traffic Officer. Ms. Williams stated she has already
spoken to Traffic Officer Franco. She wanted to know how a new resident could influence the Police.

Sallyanne Dantico, 0-26 Saddle River Road, stated the island needed to be cleaned up. Mayor Ganz said he would have to look at
the area.

Deputy Mayor Etler asked where the bus stop was originally. Ms.Williams replied that the bus stop was on Saddle River Road right
before Broadway. She noticed that when New Jersey Transit was erecting signs there was no bus stop on Saddle River Road. She
contacted Traffic Officer Franco who told her there no bus stops on that side of the street. She has been commuting by bus for the
last thirty eight years catching it on Saddle River Road.

Drora Kemp, 0-22 Saddle River Road, stated at the new bus stop location the residents block the sidewalks so they had to walk in
the road.

Mayor Ganz felt the Council should go out to inspect the site. Attorney Lustgarten stated since this initial inquiry was back in April,
which was five months ago, that they might want to tell the residents when the Council may consider this after the inspections.
Mayor Ganz stated they will put this on the Work Session two weeks from today. He will ask the Municipal Clerk to notify them by
mail if the date changes. Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski reminded Mayor Ganz that the first two meetings in October were not on
Tuesdays. There is a Work Session on October 3 and then on October 10 there will be a public meeting. Mayor Ganz stated it will
not be on a Tuesday night but it will still be here. It will be on the calendar.

Mark Sedaka, 13-11 Ellis Avenue, wished Councilmember Weinstein all the best in his new position. He said Councilmember
Weinstein walked in very easy but will make up for it and work harder than anyone else on the Council. He said he realized it will
not be easy but felt he will do well on the Council. He wished the Council and all those who celebrate the Jewish holiday all the
best in the Jewish New Year.

Margot Brandes, 16-36 Raymond Street, said this subject has been around for quite awhile and she knew the response would be
that it is not in their hands that it is a Zoning and Planning Board issue. However, she wondered about the bus depot that they are
planning to move ahead. She feels it will be a disaster for Fair Lawn. She wondered if there were legal ramifications that would be
in the hands of the Council. This is an issue that affects all of the citizens of Fair Lawn and that is their job. Just because it is a
technical issue in the hands of the Zoning Board she does not think the Council should be removed from it. She felt there should
be some legal way to have an input because it is going to be a disaster. They should give careful consideration to this before they
start it. She has attended several meetings and it seems that the lawyers rehash the same issues repeatedly. They are not issues
that are pertinent to the residents of Fair Lawn. Ms. Brandes stated she cannot understand how the County could change the Fair
Lawn ruling. Mayor Ganz stated it was not the County that did it. It was the Superior Court. Ms. Brandes stated it was a very
serious issue and asked the Council to find a legal avenue to be able to consider it.

There being no additional comments from the public, upon motion by Deputy Mayor Etler and a second by Councilmember Amato,
the time for public comments was unanimously closed.

ADJOURNMENT TO WORK SESSION

Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Etler and seconded by Councilmember Dobrow it was unanimously agreed to adjourn to Work
Session and to close the visually aired portion of the meeting at 8:10 p.m.
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Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn B. Bojanowski, RMC 
Assistant Municipal Clerk

WORK SESSION OF SEPTEMBER 25, 2001

Mayor Ganz reconvened the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 

PRESENT: Mayor Ganz, Deputy Mayor Etler, Councilmembers Amato, Dobrow and Weinstein.

Also present: Acting Manager Garrison, Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski and Attorney Lustgarten.

Length of Service Awards - Mayor Ganz noted that a number of employees have been with the Borough for 20 years or more. He
suggested that a formal procedure be instituted to recognize them for the work they do on behalf of the residents.

The consensus was to direct the Manager to have the Mayor's secretary develop the text of the award, imprint it and then present
it sometime in October.

ADJOURNMENT - Upon motion of Deputy Mayor Etler and a second by Councilmember Amato the meeting was adjourned at 8:15
p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne M. Kwasniewski, RMC/CMC/AAE
Municipal Clerk
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