
WORK SESSION OF OCTOBER 3, 2006        
 
Mayor Etler called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Etler, Deputy Mayor Weinstein, Councilmembers Baratta and Trawinski. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Manager Metzler, Assistant Municipal Clerk Bojanowski and Attorney 
Kates. 

 
Review of Tentative Agenda: 
 
Assistant Municipal Clerk Bojanowski stated that she would like to add two items to the 
Consent Agenda, one was a Bingo for Lyncrest School PTO and an award of bid for tree 
trimming and stump removal.  There was no objection to adding these items to the Consent 
Agenda.  
 
Proposed Ordinance to Prohibit Underage Drinking on Private Property 
 
Sgt. Derek Bastinck was present and handed out articles about underage drinking. 
 
Deputy Mayor Weinstein stated he had made several calls to other towns about their 
ordinance and he did have a conversation with Attorney Kates.  He is not ready to vote on 
this yet and Attorney Kates has some information on it that is pertinent. Attorney Kates 
stated he would have gotten back to the Council last week but his partner passed away, 
Howard Nashel.  He passed out an article which talked about municipalities that have this 
ordinance.  This article spoke about the reservations that some towns have had.  
Understand that the mere doctrine of the ordinance does not create a pretext for a police 
search.  They would still need the basis for the procedure to be used to go on to private 
property to investigate and prosecute the violation.  Probable cause has to exist in the first 
instance and once there the observation of underage drinking is a cause for prosecution.  
This ordinance would not give an artificial pretext, or inviting the opportunity to go in if the 
police are responding to a noise complaint or property damage.  He did not think it ran the 
risk of selected enforcement.  There are constitutional safeguards for unreasonable 
searches.  He stated he had no reservations about it. 
 
Deputy Mayor Weinstein stated he was in the process of making some calls.  The Chief 
had given him some names and would need some time.  Mayor Etler suggested discussing 
this further at the next work session when they should be able to say yes or no to introduce 
this ordinance.   
 
Councilmember Baratta thanked the people from the Alliance for Substance Abuse for all of 
this information they provided.  She spoke about a letter from Freeholder Huttle who has 
urged the Borough of Fair Lawn to pass this because so far fifty Bergen County towns have 
passed this ordinance.  She hoped they could do this sooner than later. 
 
Manager Metzler spoke about the feedback from Chief Rose who reached out to Glen 
Rock, Paramus, Elmwood Park, Park Ridge, Teaneck, and Saddle Brook.  Glen Rock has 
had it on the books since 2000 and has used it several times.  Paramus also had it on their 
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books since 2000 and had no issues with it.  All of the other towns reported they have had 
no problems with it.  He said the Chief recommended sun setting it after one year and get a 
report to see if there have been any problems. 
 
Sgt. Derek Bastinck stated the ordinance was about helping the kids.  He would also like to 
see the smoking ordinance change.  This would give the police the tools to help the people. 
 
Councilmember Trawinski felt they should introduce it now.  He felt that if Deputy Mayor 
Weinstein had reservations about it, he could vote against it.  They have carried it for three 
weeks and felt it was time to introduce it. 
 
Deputy Mayor Weinstein stated that he is talking with other towns about this.  He felt it was 
a philosophical issue about authority versus privacy.  Councilmember Trawinski stated he 
would withdraw his request.  Mayor Etler said they will discuss this further at the next work 
session.  
 
Smoking Ordinance: 
 
Attorney Kates stated that right now the Borough code states that it shall be unlawful for 
any person under the age of 18 years to smoke or use a tobacco product in or on any 
prohibited area or to possess in open view an opened pack, opened carton, or other 
opened container holding a tobacco product in any prohibited area.  Right now a Police 
Office can only give a verbal warning by the officer observing the violation.  He suggested 
removing the verbal warning and stiffening the penalties.  They should change the age to 
19.  Mayor Etler felt they should do it.  Councilmember Baratta stated she was in favor of 
this change.  Sgt. Bastinck suggested getting rid of the verbal warning unless there are 
other violations outstanding, or the offender is uncooperative, he or she will not be taken to 
police headquarters for a first violation.  Instead, the officer will take the offender=s name, 
age, address, telephone number and name and address of parents or guardians. The 
information  will be placed on a juvenile record card maintained at the Department of 
Police, which said card will also contain the date and place of the offense. The information 
from the juvenile record card will be transmitted to the Administrative Services Technical 
Division Commander for follow-up. 
 
There was a unanimous consensus to change the age from 18 to 19 and change the way 
the first offense is handled.    
 
Redevelopment Proposal by Clariant: 
 
Attorney Kates advised that the Planning Board had already had responded to the 
proposed ordinance and is waiting for the Council to introduce the ordinance.  He advised 
that he would be meeting with the developer=s attorney, Mr. Quinn and will report back at 
the next work session.  He also invited Cheryl Bengali to come to discuss this issue with the 
Council at the next work session.  Deputy Mayor Weinstein felt they needed an update 
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on the environmental remediation.  Councilmember Baratta stated that she thought the 
developer would be here tonight.  She mentioned a letter from Assemblyman Gordon which 
mentioned widening the Fair Lawn Avenue bridge.  Mayor Etler stated that four years ago, 
Passaic County came in with a plan to replace the bridge.  Councilmember Trawinski 
thought the property owners were going to be here tonight.  He would like the status of the 
remediation. 
 
Don Smartt of River Road Improvement Corp. was present and said that he had reached 
out the Clariant Corp. and their representatives are ready to meet with the Council.  Deputy 
Mayor Weinstein suggested the be at the next work session on October 17. 
 
Sewer Rodding - Reduction of Services: 
 
DPW Superintendent Conte was present.  He said that the Manager and he have 
discussed streamlining the departments and one of the things he would like to see ending 
is sewer rodding.  He explained that back in the 50's it was a benefit to the residents.  
Lately they have only done approximately 237 a year.  Maintenance has become more 
important.  He recommended ending this service.  Mayor Etler asked if a resident has a 
blockage, could they call the town.  Superintendent Conte stated they can call and the 
Sewer Dept. would check the lines to make sure it was not the property owner=s problem.  It 
has always been a policy that it is the owner=s responsibility.  Councilmember Baratta 
questioned the use of the camera to find out where the blockage is.  Councilmember 
Trawinski wondered if they would handle if it were a Borough tree that caused the problem. 
 Superintendent Conte said the Borough would take care of it. 
 
Deputy Mayor Weinstein spoke about the financial savings and about replacing people with 
other people.  He felt the only people using the service were probably the senior citizens. 
He thought this was a valuable service and worth it to keep it. 
 
Manager Metzler stated that trees are planted and the roots get into the sewer lines.  He 
wondered if the Borough should expect the residents to pay for the root problem.  He also 
thought that enough of these savings could add up to a tax point.  Councilmember 
Trawinski wondered if it could be determined what caused the blockage.  Deputy Mayor 
Weinstein stated that the Councils have spoiled the residents all along and it will end itself.  
He is not prepared to support this. 
 
Superintendent Conte stated that when they unblock a stoppage they can see what causes 
it when they pull it out.  He wanted the Council to consider the liability issues and the 
hidden cost with this service.  Manager Metzler stated there is another concern.  The 
Sewer Department cannot put the time into maintenance of the sewer system if they have 
to run out to unblock a sewer line.  He said through attrition they will remove one person.  
He suggested that the Council look at the big picture.  They have scaled down every 
department.  This is a classic case of the prevention measure being taken away.  Deputy 
Mayor Weinstein stated he just did not see how it would take away from preventive work. 
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Mayor Etler stated that he would be willing to discontinue this and sunset it in a year. 
Manager Metzler stated he was concerned about the residents that pay for it now.  
Councilmember Baratta stated they would have to start somewhere. 
 
There was a consensus to eliminate sewer rodding with Deputy Mayor Weinstein and 
Councilmember Trawinski dissenting. 
 
Reduction of Services: Manager Metzler stated that he recommended the elimination of  
the Legal secretary position.  The work will be moved to the Borough Attorney=s office.  
There would be files that stay with the Borough Attorney.  Deputy Mayor Weinstein felt 
there would be additional costs up front. 
 
Manager Metzler stated this transfer would include his secretary and a file cabinet at a cost 
of $25,000 per year with a percentage increase each year.  Attorney Kates advised that he 
would be hiring a part time person.  Manager Metzler stated at the next work session he will 
go into detail about the reallocation of office space.  He is waiting for Engineering to 
complete the plans.  Deputy Mayor Weinstein stated he would like a breakdown of the 
$25,000 cost. 
 
There was a unanimous consensus to authorize Manager Metzler to proceed with his plan. 
 
Recycling: Manager Metzler suggested eliminating the pick up on Saturday holidays. 
 
There was a unanimous consensus to eliminate Saturday pick ups. 
 
Maple Avenue - Henderson Boulevard Traffic Light: 
 
Deputy Mayor Weinstein stated they all received a letter that suggested a light is needed at 
that location.  Mayor Etler agreed that it was a dangerous place. 
 
Councilmember Trawinski thought the Planning Board should have asked the developer to 
take care of this.  He felt they should be more sensitive to these issues. 
 
There was a unanimous consensus to proceed with having a light installed at Maple 
Avenue and Henderson Boulevard. 
 
Manager Metzler will forward this request to the Borough Engineer. 
 
Board of Education=s ADollars and Sense@: 
 
Deputy Mayor Weinstein stated they all received a letter from Superintendent Bruce 
Watson from the Board of Education asking the Mayor and Council pass two resolutions in 
support of the ADollars and Sense@ organization which is working with almost every school 
district in Bergen County to work together to change the thinking in Trenton as it relates to 
supporting public schools in Bergen County and throughout the State.  Deputy  
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Mayor Weinstein said there were no strings attached for their support.  Councilmember 
Trawinski said the City of Newark receives one billion dollars in aid from the State, while all 
of Bergen County receives less than two hundred million.  Not to say that Newark schools 
don=t need it. 
 
There was a unanimous consensus to pass two resolutions as requested by the 
Superintendent of the Board of Education.  
 
Citizen Oversight Committee on Major Borrowing and Spending: 
 
Councilmember Trawinski stated that this topic came up last year when he was running for 
election.  Ridgewood has a committee.  It would be an advisory nature only.  He would like 
to see them do something like this.  Mayor Etler said this was a weighty question to the 
Council and felt it should wait for the 5th Councilmember.  Deputy Mayor Weinstein also 
agreed that they should wait for the 5th Councilmember.  He suggested that Councilmember 
Trawinski put something in writing explaining what he thoughts about this committee were.  
Councilmember Trawinski said that he would need input from the CFO and Manager.  
Councilmember Baratta felt it would be a proactive committee. 
 
Policy Decision by Resolution to Create Public Referendum for Any Non Emergency 
Spending Over $3,000,000: 
 
Councilmember Trawinski stated that this would be in regard to capital expenditures.  He is 
focusing on the issues that came up with the Community Center.  Mayor Etler wondered 
what would happen if the advisory board did not want something.  Councilmember 
Trawinski said if they wanted to they would just do it.  He would like to refer this to the 
Manager and CFO.  He stated that Ridgewood and Teaneck have these committees.  
Attorney Kates advised that Teaneck only had it for the Board of Education.  Mayor Etler 
again suggested that this is a topic that should be discussed with a 5th Councilmember. 
 
Revise Zoning Ordinance to Ban Townhouses and High Density Development: 
 
Councilmember Trawinski stated this was not an anti Clariant measure.  He sees age 
restricted housing is a major issue.  He sees eight to ten projects over the last decade and 
there are twenty hot spots that could be developed.  He sees age restricted not having an 
impact on the school system.  Mayor Etler stated this topic would need the 5th 
Councilmembers input.  Deputy Mayor Weinstein asked if this was legal.  Attorney Kates 
said they could include multi family dwellings but they would have to be precise on the 
definition. 
 
Amending the Historic Preservation Ordinance: 
 
Attorney Kates thought at the last work session the ordinance went back to the drawing 
board to have the Historical Committee revise it.  They had talked about many issues to be 
removed.  One of the issues was demolitions.  In the Borough code, there is a right of  
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review.  Mayor Etler thought it made no sense to give the Historical Committee any 
authority.  Attorney Kates said it is already in our code.  Deputy Mayor Weinstein thought 
they should delete that. 
 
Councilmember Baratta stated that the Historical Committee did not meet yet.  They will 
have to review it and make changes.   
 
Attorney Kates advised that was done by resolution should have been done by ordinance.  
Councilmember Trawinski stated that the commission never existed so it was not filled.  
Mayor Etler stated he was against it.  They would have to do a lot of revisions to it before it 
got introduced. 
 
Deputy Mayor Weinstein stated that they did not want to have the resident come before 
another group.  Councilmember Trawinski stated they need to be careful about the 
historical sites.  Manager Metzler said the members of the Historical Committee heard loud 
and clear what the Council and residents want.  They will make the revisions and give it 
back to the Council for their review.  Councilmember Trawinski asked when the Committee 
felt it was feasible to get it done.  Manager Metzler stated he would contact Ms. Koplik to 
see when she thought it would be ready.  They are meeting on the 11th and will get back to 
us with something in writing.   Councilmember Trawinski suggested they tell us when they 
are ready. 
 
Ordinance Changes - Bus Stops and 36th Street One-Way: 
 
Manager Metzler said that he had sent them all a memo regarding the ordinance changes 
proposed by Traffic Safety Officer Franco.  These changes would be in regards to the 
relocation of a bus stop in front of the Municipal Building, and a new bus stop on Warren 
Road and Fair Lawn Avenue and designation of 36th Street as a one-way from 37th Street to 
Broadway. 
 
There was a consensus to introduce the ordinance changes as proposed by Manager 
Metzler. 
 
Fire Company #1 Land Swap: 
 
Attorney Kates presented a map with the parcels designated on it. The idea is for an 
exchange of Borough owned land to go to Co. 1 in exchange for property that Co. 1 owns.  
Don Smartt, River Road Improvement Corp., was present.  He explained that the Fire 
Department property has a deed restriction imposed by the Borough.  The deed restriction 
has to be lifted and applied to the other portion of the Fire Department property.  Attorney 
Kates stated the property will be sold to build a one family house.  The 1984 deed to the 
Fire Department from the Borough had a revision in it that said it could only be used for 
parking.  Otherwise, it would automatically revert back to the Borough.  The reason that is 
important is that it has to be by ordinance, a vacation of the restriction and because of the 
automatic reverted, they would have to put in place an exchange of lands which the law  
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permits them to do.  The only way for this to be sold would need a reversion of title on this 
property.  He is meeting with Matt Ahearn who represents Co. 1 to review the dynamic of 
this.  He did not think this could remain in the hands of the Fire Co.  There has to be an 
exchange of deeds.  Mayor Etler asked if the Fire Department is aware of this.  Attorney 
Kates questioned the management of what is ultimately going to be a shared or cooperative 
parking arrangement to benefit the River Road businesses.  In terms of shared parking, the 
policy decision is to what extent the Borough assumes responsibility.  There is a precedent 
for the Bank of New York parking lot.  There is a municipal assumption of responsibility for 
that lot, maintenance, plowing and so on, even though it is privately used.  He thought Mr. 
Smartt=s objective of RRIC for a municipal assumption of responsibility.  It would have to be 
articulated and the Council would have to decide.  He said he can take care of the land 
exchange.  There will be an ordinance on the agenda soon to do the land swap and vacate 
the deed restriction.  The Council will have to decide on how to manage the shared parking 
concept.  Mayor Etler asked if they do that before they vote on the ordinance.  Attorney 
Kates thought they were independent because they still want to achieve what Co. 1 wants.   
 
Councilmember Trawinski had a question on the swap.  There are a number of split levels 
or bi-levels but not the boxy kind, he asked what is adjacent to these lots in terms of 
architectural styles.  Depending on the answer, since they are lifting the deed restriction 
can they impose an aesthetic control so they don=t get something that is out of character for 
George Street.  Attorney Kates stated they can with the correct language.  The Manager 
said they already consented to the switch.  Councilmember Trawinski wondered if the lot 
would be handled like the parking lot for the Bank of New York.  Mr. Smartt stated that the 
ownerships would be both parties.  The Borough would assume the maintenance.  
Councilmember Trawinski asked about the costs involved.  Mr. Smartt assured him that the 
River Road Improvement Corp. believed that the taxpayers in that area would share the 
cost with the Borough.  Mayor Etler informed him that they would have a problem if the 
Borough had to share the cost.  Councilmember Trawinski asked that Attorney Kates or 
Manager Metzler to explore what portion the RRIC paid for the Bank of New York lot.  
Mayor Etler felt the cost should come out of their operating budget.  He cannot see why the 
Borough has to pay for it. 
 
Banning Council From Exercising Power of Eminent Domain Under Guise of 
Economic Development: 
 
Attorney Kates advised that he was awaiting this bill that was in the legislature now.   He 
explained how an eminent domain worked in the State.  He felt they should wait to see how 
the bill comes through and once it does he will circulate it to the Mayor and Council. 
 
Councilmember Trawinski stated that the Freeholders had passed a resolution that said the 
County would never force people out of their homes.   He said his problem was that the 
case in question, the property was seized to increase tax ratables.  He felt that as a Council 
they should follow the lead of the Freeholders and pass a resolution.  He thought the bill 
that was being worked on in the legislature have a number of flaws. 
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more about it. 
 
Deputy Mayor Weinstein stated since 1983 there have only been two possible 
condemnations.  The Council stopped them in their tracks.  He was against doing this 
resolution. 
 
Mayor Etler said he agreed with Deputy Mayor Weinstein=s comment.  Councilmember 
Baratta said she would support the resolution.  Councilmember Trawinski stated he was in 
favor of it.  Mayor Etler felt they should wait to discuss this further when the fifth 
Councilmember was in place. 
 
Campaign Contribution Disclosure Ordinance: 
 
Attorney Kates stated this was the second phase of what the Council had already done.  
The Ordinance just needs a checklist.  Councilmember Trawinski suggested some of the 
language gets changed.  Attorney Kates will make changes. 
 
There was a unanimous consensus to introduce this ordinance at the next meeting. 
 
Endorsement of CDBG Application - Fair Lawn Jewish Community Council: 
 
Manager Metzler stated that he had a request from the Fair Lawn Jewish Community 
Council for endorsement of their application to Community Development for a grant for 
home delivered meals. 
 
There was a unanimous consensus to authorize an endorsing resolution for the Fair Lawn 
Jewish Community Council=s grant application. 
 
E-Mail Advertising: 
 
Manager Metzler stated that as they all knew the Borough has the ability to broadcast e-
mails.  The Borough pays $3,000 a year for that service.  The Council at the time we signed 
up for this service made a decision that they would not agree to advertising on the e-mails. 
 If they take a look at everything the Borough does, there are corporate sponsors.  He 
suggested utilizing the advertising option which would save $3,000.  Councilmember 
Baratta asked if they would be able to ban the contents of the ad.  Manager Metzler said 
they are a legitimate business.  Deputy Mayor Weinstein stated he would agree to it as long 
as it did not become commercial.  He also was concerned about the types of ads that 
would be placed on the e-mails.  Manager Metzler stated when they get the agreement with 
the contractor they could ask for a guarantee of the contents of the ads.  Deputy Mayor 
Weinstein stated he would be in favor of a sponsorship.  Councilmember Baratta thought it 
was not that big a deal.  Councilmember Trawinski felt it was a dangerous area.  It would 
be tough to exclude the contents.  He did feel that sponsorship was the way to go. 
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sponsorship and come back to the Council. 
 
Public Comments: 
 
Toni Fazano, 12-61 2nd Street, stated she was a mother of two children and had concerns 
about the contamination at the Clariant site and the project too.  She wondered if there was 
any guarantee that she would not be affected with contamination in the air or water 
because of the construction that would take place.  Attorney Kates advised that controls 
have to be put in place.  Ms. Fazano said she loved her block and wanted to know if there 
were any guarantees that they would not be affected.  She wanted to know who would 
protect her and her family.  She understands that the area is an eye sore but she did not 
want them disturbing the soil and contamination. Councilmember Baratta stated that at the 
meeting on October 17, representatives from Clariant will be there to answer any questions 
she may have. 
 
Joanne Dutzar, 12-63 3rd Street, stated she was also a mother of two children.  She had 
concerns about the traffic.  She has lived there all her life too.  She also mentioned that 
there is a drug problem at the end of the block with people shooting up in that area.  With 
this development, there will be two cars per unit.  Right now it is difficult to get across Fair 
Lawn Avenue and she could not imagine the amount of traffic that development will bring. 
She did not think this project was a good idea. 
 
Frank Baldino, 12-62 3rd Street, said that he had concerns about the bulk and density of 
these buildings.  He prepared a map of the area and between 2nd Street and River Road 
there are 90 homes.  From 3rd Street to River Road there are 74 homes.   The proposed 
buildings would tower over these homes.  He felt it much too dense and the height is too 
high.  The small homes across the street from the site are small cape cods.  He felt 
whatever they build there should be appropriate for the area.  He suggested all adult for the 
whole complex.  The want it developed but don=t want height or density. Councilmember 
Baratta thought that was interesting how he compared the houses. 
 
Harvey Rubinstein, 28 Rutgers Terrace, spoke about sewer rodding when you talk about 
liability for the year and the number of lawsuits.  When the Sewer Department comes in 
and the resident has a finished basement do they hand the homeowner a slip of paper 
resolving them for any damage.  In regard to the traffic light at Maple and Henderson 
Boulevard, there were two other members of the Planning Board present at the meeting 
tonight.  It was glossed over in regard too off-site.  He did not understand why it was 
brought to the Council when the recommendation was to go to the County to request a 
traffic light because it is a County road.  Off-site improvements were brought up and totally 
glossed over.  Councilmember Trawinski stated the reason it would go to the Borough is 
because they would have to contribute a match even though it is on a County road.  
 
Arlene Rubinstein, 28 Rutgers Terrace, stated she could not believe she was agreeing with 
the Mayor.  She thought if Mr. Smartt and his River Road Improvement Corporation  
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with it.  Enough of this matching funds.  She found it objectionable that Mr. Smartt runs and 
never stays for any comments.  They have enough money to foot the bill for any 
maintenance or whatever they have to be done over there.  The residents don=t want that 
parking lot.    
 
Stan Hayden, 12 Beekman Place, spoke about the Clariant development.  He felt that Fair 
Lawn was one of the most densely populated areas.  The Borough only has 134 acres of 
park land.  He spoke about the contamination and that he was concerned about it being 
removed.  The contaminants are in the soil but the remediation is working on the ground 
water.  He wondered who will oversee the remediation.  He read that covering the 
contamination is not good.  He mentioned an article he read about the type of  
contaminants found in Weehawken.   Councilmember Trawinski stated the State deals with 
the remediation.  He mentioned the types of contamination that was found at the Clariant 
site and how they were different from the ones found in Weehawken.  He explained that the 
remediation would be two folds, and there will be vapor sparging and cleaning the 
groundwater.  He explained that the chemicals found at Clariant are some of the same 
ones the Borough uses in sewer treatment.  Councilmember Trawinski stated that they 
need to make sure the site stays in remediation.  He also agreed about with the density 
issue and of making the site age restricted.  He understands the ratables chase.  The 
Council is doing its job they are just considering a request to do a development at this site.  
Mr. Hayden thought that Agent Orange was made there.  Councilmember Trawinski stated 
he has heard those rumors and he went to Trenton to check it out and it is untrue.   
 
Deputy Mayor Weinstein referred to a letter they received from Assemblyman Gordon 
informing them to be aware of the different levels of the clean up process. 
 
Jane Diepeveen, 14 Ryder Road, spoke about the advertising and how the Borough should 
make sure the company won=t make $30,000.  She said she was glad that the 
representatives from Clariant will be in to discuss things with the community.  She also said 
that she was concerned about the proposed Clariant ordinance.  The ordinance is requiring 
that 1/3 of the development be age restricted.  She reminded them that the Borough has a 
COAH obligation.  She felt this property should have a higher responsibility toward COAH.  
She felt the Borough should be proactive instead of doing it by piece meal. 
 
Craig Miller, 5 Ramapo Terrace, complimented the Recycling staff for a job well done.  He 
asked who takes care of the sewer drain by the Ambulance Corps and the ramp of Route 
208.  He also agreed with Mayor Etler that RRIC should take care of things themselves.  
He spoke about the Recreation Center and how there was a row of signs for staff parking 
only. 
 
Bob Gremillot, 1 Bristol Place, felt the traffic has grown worse the last few years.  He 
suggested decreasing the number of cars in Fair Lawn and to look at the fees the Borough 
charges for parking.  Manager Metzler informed him that there are six meters that charge 
$3.00 per day or $350.00 a year.  Mr. Gremillot said that Hawthorne enacted a fee for out  
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spoke about the Clariant development and how they should not trust the DEP. 
 
Michael Roney, 14 Burnham Place, talked about the e-mail advertising.  He said it sounded 
like a move towards sponsorship and there must be a policy.  He echoed Ms. Diepeveen=s 
comments about the Master Plan.  He felt a new Master Plan would be prudent.  
Councilmember Trawinski told him that the Council agreed to send it to the Planning Board 
and the Planning Board decided not to do it.  Mayor Etler stated they will do it in 2008. 
 
Maureen Moriarity, 14 Burnham Place, suggested they have someone contact a case 
manager in the DEP.  The DEP is understaffed but she knew that Clariant had a site 
manager.  Now at Topps the contamination is spreading. 
 
Suzanne DiGeronimo, 16 Beekman Place, stated that the CCRF was having a meeting at 
the Fair Lawn Athletic Club with guest speakers Cheryl Bergailio and Nancy Butler.  
Unfortunately both planner=s cancelled.  In regard to COAH, it seems that Fair Lawn threw 
the numbers were thrown together for COAH.  She also spoke about the input the Council 
received on the historical ordinance.  It seems that only people with an in spoke.  The rest 
of the people are afraid to speak up.  Their homes are being destroyed because of the 
Radburn Historical Architects.  Mayor Etler said it was hard to believe that people were 
afraid to speak up.  Ms. DiGeronimo stated that she and Attorney Kates had a discussion 
that maybe the Mayor and Council could hold a meeting regarding just COAH.  
Councilmember Baratta stated she was not aware of this.  Councilmember Trawinski said 
he was not aware of it either.  Attorney Kates stated that he had spoken to Cheryl Bergailio. 
 The Planning Board advised her that because of the third round certification pending she 
should wait to talk to the Mayor and Council.  He said that they are relying on her to take a 
hard look at the third round certification.  Councilmember Trawinski stated that he saw no 
problem with the CCRF holding a meeting as long as it for information only.   
Louise Orlando, 12 Arlington Place, stated she would not dignify the comments that Ms. 
DiGeronimo made earlier about Radburn School.  There is nothing wrong with the 
construction at the school.  It blended with the original construction of the building.  She 
suggested that they deal with what is going on and cut the political business.  She was 
happy that there was support at the table to continue to work together with the historical 
ordinance.  In regard to the DEP, she felt they were short staffed.  But on the other hand, 
the Tops site needs a generator to start the remediation process and there are none 
available from PSE&G. 
 
Stuart Golding 14 Rutgers Terrace, stated the DEP has 1/10 of the staff needed.  These 
pollutants have been going on for 40 to 50 years.  He agreed that some chemicals are 
tough to get rid of.  He said they should not forget Love Canal. 
 
Joan Goldstein, 12 Bedford Place, the civility at this Work Session is a pleasure to see.  
Regarding the historical preservation, her house has vinyl siding and does not think her 
house should be considered historical.  She spoke about sewer rodding and how she had 
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the service done several times. She thought it was a great service to keep.  Ms. Goldstein 
said she would be in favor of senior housing. 



 
Peter Kortright, 16-24 Ellis Avenue, stated that in regard to the DEP, their budgets are very 
tight.  They have to cover 566 municipalities.  In regard to COAH, the Borough should 
suggest that the Planning Board have a meeting with Cheryl Bergailio so that they can 
explain what is going on to the Borough.  Mr. Kortright asked that the Council consider a 
dog run.  Deputy Mayor Weinstein stated that he reached out to the County to put in a dog 
run at their park on Saddle River Road. 
 
Manager Metzler announced that Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski was involved in a rather 
serious accident  with an ATV while on vacation in Hawaii. She is resting comfortably at 
home.  She broke three ribs and her ankle.  They expect her to be out of the office for at 
least a month.  
 
CLOSED SESSION: 
 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings act of the State of New Jersey permits the  
public to be excluded from certain matters to be discussed by the Governing Body; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fair Lawn desire to discuss  
contract negotiations, personnel and attorney/client privilege;  and 
 

WHEREAS, these matters are ones which permit the exclusion of the public from  
such discussions; and 
 

WHEREAS, public disclosure of the results of these discussions shall be made  in 
regard to contract strategy, never, in regard to personnel upon resolution by the Mayor and 
Council or Borough Manager and in regard to attorney/client privilege upon the resolution of 
this matter by formal action by either the Mayor and Council or the Borough Manager at a 
public session; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough  
of Fair Lawn that the public be excluded since these matters as set forth above are ones 
which permit the exclusion of the public from such discussions.  
 
Adjournment: 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Weinstein  and a second by Councilmember Trawinski, the 
meeting was adjourned at 10:34 p.m. 

                      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 

                                                                         
Marilyn B. Bojanowski, RMC  
Assistant Municipal Clerk  
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The undersigned have read and approve the foregoing minutes.  



 
 
                                                        

Mayor Martin Etler 
 
 
                                                                                                                            
Councilmember Jeanne Baratta   Councilmember Edward J. Trawinski 
 
 
                                                               
Deputy Mayor Steven Weinstein 

 
 


