
Regular Meeting of April 27, 2010 
 
Mayor Weinstein called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m. 
 
In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, annual notice of all meetings of the 
Borough of Fair Lawn was published in the Record issues of December 18, 2010.  
Notices were also posted on the bulletin board located on the first floor of the Municipal 
Building and the Maurice Pine Free Public Library.  Copies were mailed to The 
Community News and posted on the Borough of Fair Lawn Website.  The annual notice 
identified the times and locations of the Council meetings and work sessions. 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Weinstein, Deputy Mayor Swain, Deputy Mayor Tedeschi, 
Councilmember Baratta and Councilmember Trawinski  
 
ALSO PRESENT: Acting Manager Kwasniewski, Assistant Municipal Clerk Bojanowski 
and Attorney Rosenberg 
 
PRESENTATION – VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION NIGHT 
 
Mayor Tedeschi stated that Fair Lawn would not be strong without its volunteers.     
There is no age limit on volunteerism; it is something we should do our entire life.  He 
thanked the volunteers for their efforts, as the Borough could not run without their help.   
 
Councilmember Trawinski echoed the Mayor’s statement.  He thanked everyone from 
the bottom of his heart for all that they do. 
 
Deputy Mayor Swain stated that the community would not be what it is without the 
volunteers’ hard efforts. 
 
Councilmember Baratta thanked everyone for coming.  She was proud and lucky to 
have the opportunity to work with many of the volunteers.  Their help was invaluable to 
the town.  Thank you and God bless all of you. 
 
Deputy Mayor Weinstein stated there weren’t enough words to express his appreciation 
to the volunteers.   
 
Mayor Tedeschi stated that volunteering was healthy and good for a person.  When 
people get up in the morning with purpose they succeed.  
 
Health Officer Wagner thanked the volunteers, including the Meals on Wheels drivers 
who bring meals to homebound seniors or assist seniors with rides.  She acknowledged 
the members of the Alliance for Substance Abuse, who sponsor the Bike Rodeo and 
provide educational programs for the community.    The Alliance for Substance Abuse 
Prevention also does fund raising activities such as the clothing drive and Bicycle 
Helmet Program.   
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Health Officer Wagner stated that Fair Lawn is the only community with a Food Pantry, 
which is a tremendous asset.  She thanked the volunteers who helped with the Food 
Drive and helped organize the supplies.  She thanked Liz Twiggs, Human Services, for 
organizing tonight’s event.  She presented certificates of appreciation to the volunteers.   
 
Mayor Tedeschi stated that Councilwoman Baratta and Deputy Mayor Weinstein 
reminded him that there was a Canoe Race on June 5th.  There are a few openings 
remaining. 
 
Health Officer Wagner thanked the Mayor and Council for their support. 
 
PROCLAMATION – SILVER STAR BANNER DAY 
 
Mayor Tedeschi stated that Silver Star Families of America is a national, non-profit 
organization that honors and assists wounded members of the Armed Forces and their 
families.  May 1st has been designed Silver Star Banner Day.  There is a pledge that all 
citizens should make, as the only way our Country can remain free is if someone steps 
up to serve.  When someone steps up their parents, children and family share in the 
sacrifice.  American Legion Commander Albee Palmieri read the Silver Star Families of 
America pledge.   
 
MANAGER’S REPORTS 
 
There were no additions to the Manager’s Report. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
 
Deputy Mayor Swain stated there was an article in yesterday’s Record about the 
Krutchkoff family in Fair Lawn, who sponsors the “Adopt-a-Platoon” program.  Supplies 
are sent to a platoon currently serving overseas in our Armed Forces.   
 
On Saturday, the Borough will hold “Shredding Day”.  Residents can bring confidential 
documents to the Recycling Center between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. to be shredded.  
There is a limit of four boxes per person.   
 
She congratulated Krazy Coconuts, who received a nice review in the 201 Magazine.  
She reminded residents that they did not have to leave town to eat well.   
 
She concluded by stating that she participated in the tour of the parks last Saturday.  It 
reminded her that Fair Lawn is lucky to have so many parks and areas of open space.  
She encouraged residents to enjoy the outdoors by visiting a park 
 
Councilmember Baratta reiterated the information on the Bike Rodeo, which was 
sponsored by Community Policing and the Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention. 
The rodeo will take place on Saturday, May 8th from 10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  She 
encouraged residents to check their closets for items that could be donated to their 
clothing drive.  Children enjoy the bike rodeo as the Police set up an obstacle course for 
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them.  Bicycles are checked for safety as are the bicycle helmets.  The Police will also 
check to make sure car seats for young children are installed properly.   The rodeo 
takes place in the back parking lot near Memorial Pool.  The event will be held inside 
Memorial School gymnasium in the event of rain.   
 
Councilmember Trawinski stated that the Council has been working diligently on the 
Budget and has attended six meetings so far.  He thanked the Acting Manager and 
CFO for doing a yeoman’s job in responding to the Council’s numerous requests for 
information and for helping them work through the budget.  He also thanked Assistant 
Municipal Clerk Bojanowski and Marianne Pettineo in the Clerk’s office. He commended 
the Department Heads, Union leaders and Borough employees for maintaining a 
remarkable spirit of cooperation and for being part of the solution to their difficult 
economic problems.  The employees’ help was sincerely appreciated. 
 
He apologized to his daughter, son-in-law and grandchild.  While he was serving as a 
Councilman, his son-in-law, Mark Calderio, applied for a job with the Borough of Fair 
Lawn unbeknownst to him.  He started at the lowest tier in Recycling, which is 
considered to be a difficult department.  The Community News wrote a front page story 
about this.  He felt it was sad that the local paper helped contribute to a political 
vendetta and involved his children.  He is fair game, but his family did not do anything to 
deserve this.  He apologized to the other Borough employees who had their name 
dragged into a story written with half-truths and missing information. The article 
calculated the amount of sick time accumulated by the employees, without noting that 
Borough employees hired after 1988, and Police Officers hired after 1990, no longer 
receive the benefits referenced in the article. It is sad that an investigative reporter and 
newspaper would seek to tear down good employees who have put their hearts and 
souls into this municipality.   
 
Deputy Mayor Weinstein stated that they were all on the same page tonight.  He 
commented on the spirit of the community, starting with the volunteers in the Armed 
Services and all their volunteers.  He was also proud of the Borough employees, 
Department Heads and management.   
 
They are facing a tough budget process; however, when he solicited funds for their 
annual Fireworks Celebration, many people came forward in support.  He is proud of 
the local businesses, not-for-profits and individuals who contributed to this project, as 
coming together is important in difficult times like these.   
 
He stated that although Councilman Trawinski touched on some of his comments, he 
felt many were worth repeating.  There was a Borough tour on Saturday, and some of 
the employees mentioned in the Community News were very sad about the article.  He 
was disheartened as well.  Employees shouldn’t be ridiculed for what they are entitled to 
through collective bargaining; they should be commended for their efforts.  When he 
toured the fields they were in beautiful shape, well groomed and filled with children 
playing. It was tremendous to see the efforts the employees put into our community.  
The employees are taking part in the budget process and suggesting ideas to save 
money.  He felt they all needed to stick together.  He is proud of the Borough 
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employees, proud to live in Fair Lawn and proud of his community.  He thanked 
everyone for contributing to his feeling of pride.   
 
Mayor Tedeschi stated that they were in the middle of a very difficult process.  They 
would be forced to make many choices that would never normally be made.  They will 
be faced with balancing the taxpayers and their ability to pay taxes, and the Borough’s 
ability to deliver services and the cost of those services, now and as they attempt to 
make systemic changes in the way the Borough does business.   People cannot give 
what they don’t have.  There are many people out of work in Fair Lawn and many 
houses for sale.  Senior citizens did not receive an increase in Social Security last year 
and are losing their Homestead Rebates this year.   
 
The Council wants to protect every citizen and employee, but they will be forced to 
make hard choices.  They need to work together, but they must also protect the 
community, deliver services and take care of people.  He wanted to be fair to the 
employees, taxpayers and senior citizens.  The hard decisions were coming and they 
needed to be prepared. 
 
ORDINANCES ON FIRST READING: 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Swain and a second by Councilmember Trawinski, it 
was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title.   
 

ORDINANCE NO.  2180-2010 
(RESOLUTION NO. 163-2010) 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FAIR LAWN, 2000 BY AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
VARIOUS CHAPTERS TO REVISE FEES AND PENALTIES 
 

Upon motion by Councilmember Trawinski and a second by Councilmember Baratta, 
Resolution No. 163-2010 introducing Ordinance No.2180 -2010 was discussed.  Acting 
Manager Kwasniewski stated that the Ordinance raised pool membership fees $10.00 
for adults and families and summer camp fees by $5.00 per session.  A re-inspection 
fee on Fire Prevention and a charge for a second Sound & Light Tech for Borough 
sponsored events at the Community Center was added.  There will be a $60.00 charge 
for the use of the piano.   
 
Mayor Tedeschi thanked the Acting Manager for promptly obtaining information for the 
Council regarding questions that arose out of the fee structure. 
 
There being no further discussion, Resolution No. 163 -2010 introducing Ordinance No. 
2180 - 2010 was unanimously passed.   

 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Weinstein and a second by Deputy Mayor Swain, it was 
unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title.   
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ORDINANCE NO. 2181-2010 
(RESOLUTION NO. 164-2010) 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FAIR LAWN 2000, SPECIFICALLY CHATER 125, ENTITLED 
“LAND DEVELOPMENT” TO INCLUDE THE BOROUGH OF 
FAIR LAWN MUNICIPAL BUILDING COMPLEX LOT 1, BLOCK 
5712 IN THE CA COMMERCIAL ANTENNA ZONE 
 

Upon motion by Councilmember Trawinski and a second by Councilmember Baratta, 
Resolution No. 2181-2010 introducing Ordinance No. 164-2010 was discussed.  
Attorney Rosenberg stated that the Ordinance will amend Chapter 125, §49 which 
governs commercial antennae (CA) zones in the Borough.  This change will allow the 
Municipal Building property to be included within the CA Zone, enabling the Council to 
proceed with the placement of a commercial antennae on the Municipal Building 
property.     
 
Councilmember Trawinski suggested the Acting Manager or Municipal Clerk notify the 
Zoning Board Secretary, so that the Board may be aware of this Ordinance.   
 
There being no further discussion, Resolution No. 154-2010 introducing Ordinance No.         
2181- 2010 was unanimously passed.   
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Weinstein and a second by Councilmember Trawinski, it 
was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title.   
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2182-2010 
(RESOLUTION NO. 165-2010) 

 
BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF 
EQUIPMENT FOR USE BY THE POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, 
NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $80,000 THEREFORE AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $43,300 BONDS OR NOTES 
OF THE BOROUGH FOR FINANCING SUCH APPROPRIATION. 
 

Upon motion by Councilmember Trawinski and a second by Councilmember Baratta, 
Resolution No. 165-2010 introducing Ordinance No. 2182-2010 was discussed.   
 
Mayor Tedeschi stated the protection offered by the Police Departments safety vests 
was time sensitive.  They cannot wait to purchase replacement vests in the Capital 
Budget as the mandatory replacement time will have been exceeded.   
 
There being no further discussion, Resolution No. 165-2010 introducing Ordinance No.         
2182- 2010 was unanimously passed.   
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PUBLIC COMMENTS ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Weinstein and a second by Councilmember Trawinski, it 
was unanimously agreed to open the time for public comment on Consent Agenda 
items only.    
 
There being no comments, upon motion by Councilmember Baratta and a second by 
Councilmember Trawinski, the time for public comments on Consent Agenda items was 
unanimously closed. 
 
RESOLUTIONS BY CONSENT #10-2010 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Baratta and a second by Deputy Mayor Swain,     
Consent Agenda No. 10-2010 containing the following items was unanimously passed.  
 
  a. Resol. #166-2010 -  Civil Rights Resolution  
  b. Resol. #167-2010 -  Confirming Fire Board Actions 
  c. Resol. #168-2010 -  Refund of Tax Payments 
  d. Resol. #169-2010 - Approving Knights of Pythias “Hand of   
      Friendship Day” 
  e. Resol. #170-2010 - Confirming Endorsement of CD Block Grant  
      Application – Care Plus, New Jersey 
  f. Resol. #171-2010 -  Authorizing the Issuance of Requests for  
                Proposal for Professional Services for Risk  
      Manager 
  g. Resol. #172-2010 -  Authorizing the Issuance of Requests for  
      Proposal for Third Party Ambulance Billing 
  h. Resol. #173-2010 - Approving Rotary Foundation’s Use of   
      Memorial Pool Parking Lot 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Trawinski and a second by Deputy Mayor Weinstein, it 
was unanimously agreed to open the time for public comments.   
 
Albee Palmieri, 23-33 Arcadia Road inquired about the progress on the flooding issue 
on Arcadia Road.  No work has been done since Saddle Brook dredged Fleischer’s 
Brook a year ago.  Mayor Tedeschi stated that there was a meeting scheduled with the 
Bergen County DPW on May 5th specifically on this subject.  There is a plan but there is 
no money.  Mr. Palmieri stated that the last article he read stated that officials do not 
believe their original plan would work as there is a main gas line running down Midland 
Avenue.  They would have to come up with a whole new design, requiring new bids, etc.  
He was worried that the problems will exist for many more years.  He asked the Council 
to keep on top of this and not forget about the Arcadia Road residents.  Acting Manager 
Kwasniewski confirmed that she, Mayor Tedeschi and Engineer Garrison will be 
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attending the meeting, along with representatives from Saddle Brook and the County.  
Mr. Palmieri was hopeful that Elmwood Park would provide help.   
 
Anna Dinardo, 13-06 2nd Street, stated that she contacted numerous people last week 
regarding a section of trees that was cut down near Memorial School.  Acting Manager 
Kwasniewski stated that she spoke with Joanne Wilson at the Board of Education, who 
did not know anything about this matter. Ms. Wilson found a press release issued by 
Passaic Valley Sewer Commission (PVSC) and Memorial Middle School.  An Eagle 
Scout project involving a compost and tee pee was approved.  She was waiting for a 
call back from the principal, who had heard some of the neighbors were upset.  She will 
follow up. 
 
Ms. Dinardo stated that trees further down were also being removed.  She heard this 
was going to be a place for the Boy Scouts to camp.  The Board of Education 
groundskeeper said it was going to be an outdoor classroom, but they already have 
outdoor classrooms on the River Walk.  Several people told her they were volunteers for 
PVSC.  When she asked if they had a permit to remove trees, she was told they didn’t 
need one.   She was upset that live trees were being removed on the “green hill” area, 
which is where young people hang out to smoke and drink.  The Police need to patrol 
this area more often.  She was concerned about composting as the close proximity to 
the river would draw rats.   
 
Councilmember Trawinski inquired if trees were still being removed.  Acting Manager 
Kwasniewski stated that she was told they were finished.  Councilmember Trawinski 
suggested Acting Manager Kwasniewski have the Building Official issue “stop work” 
orders to PSVC and the Board of Education to preserve the status quo until they have 
more information. 
 
Harry Poster, 13-10 Second Street, stated there is a 20’ x 60’ area behind his house 
that was cleared.  They chipped the branches and shot the chips down near the river.  
This will make the flooding worse.  Mayor Tedeschi asked that Acting Manager 
Kwasniewski have the Building Inspector include this area in his inspection.   
 
Mr. Poster inquired if it would be possible to refloat the $26 million remaining in bonds 
for the Community Center.  Mayor Tedeschi stated that the bonds were not callable.  
Councilmember Trawinski stated that the actual bonds were $12.7 million if paid on a 
timely basis.  Mayor Tedeschi stated the benefits of a non-callable bond was a reduced 
interest fee.   
 
Pam Coles, 13-34 George Street thanked the Council for passing the Resolution 
regarding the cell tower.  She felt the Municipal Building was a more fitting location over 
the George Street Fire House and the town could benefit from the income.   
 
She congratulated the Council for being intuitive about the Naugle House and reaching 
out to the owners regarding the possible purchase.  She thanked the Open Space 
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Committee for helping obtain the $500,000 grant and the Historic Preservation 
Commission for their efforts.  This was a wonderful collaborative effort.   
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Trawinski and a second by Deputy Mayor Swain, the 
time for Public Comments was closed.   
Deputy Mayor Weinstein stated they would discuss the Fireworks further at the next 
Work Session; however, Acting Manager Kwasniewski and Superintendent Graff 
needed to know the Council’s decision as to whether or not they should proceed.  Last 
year the Fireworks cost the Borough $28,000. Out of pocket expenses were $18,000.  
He was able to obtain pledges for approximately $14,000.  He felt more people would 
be willing to contribute and noted that the Chamber of Commerce expressed an interest 
in donating.  He felt they should proceed with the Fireworks.  Using last year’s ticket 
sales total of $6,000, coupled with $14,000 in pledges they would be short $8,000.   
 
Mayor Tedeschi suggested residents ask local businesses to pledge a contribution to 
the Fireworks when they are out shopping.  Donations can be sent to the Borough 
Manager’s office; it doesn’t matter if it’s for $5.00, $10.00 or $100.  It’s difficult to 
rationalize spending Borough funds on Fireworks at this time.  However, if everyone 
starts to talk about what a truly great community event this is, more businesses may join 
in.  He commended Deputy Mayor Weinstein for going out and working hard in 
obtaining donations.  He hoped that they would receive the support of the community 
and employees as this could not be done politically, it only could only be done in a non-
partisan way.   
 
Councilmember Baratta suggested they discuss the Fireworks at next week’s Work 
Session.  She commended Deputy Mayor Weinstein for his hard in soliciting donations.   
 
Councilmember Trawinski inquired as to the actual deadline.  Acting Manager 
Kwasniewski stated that it has passed.  She has held up the Borough newsletter for two 
weeks waiting for a decision from the Council.  She suggested removing the Fireworks 
article from the newsletter.  If they decide to proceed they can advertise the event on 
Channel 77 and the Borough website.  She cannot delay the newsletter any longer, as it 
contains information on the Memorial Day Parade next month.   
 
Councilmember Trawinski stated that Deputy Mayor Weinstein worked on this; he 
wanted to hear his opinion.  Deputy Mayor Weinstein stated that he didn’t want to miss 
out on advertising the Fireworks in the newsletter, as it was an important source of 
information to residents. Councilmember Trawinski suggested they take a consensus.  
Mayor Tedeschi stated that first they needed to decide if they should send the 
newsletter out.  The second question would be if the Council wanted to proceed with the 
Fireworks now so that the information could be included in the newsletter.   
 
Deputy Mayor Weinstein stated that based on less year’s ticket sales, the Borough 
would need to contribute $8,000, although he felt reasonably certain more donations 
would come in.  He stated that the community looked forward to the event and that they 
should proceed.  Deputy Mayor Swain thanked Deputy Mayor Weinstein for doing a 
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great job on fundraising for the Fireworks.  She was sure the residents of Fair Lawn 
appreciated his effort.  Since many people keep connected by emails and such, she 
suggested they send out the Newsletter now, or put in a “To Be Announced” blurb and 
heavily promote the Fireworks other ways if necessary.     
 
Mayor Tedeschi asked the Council about moving forward with the Fireworks, based on 
the fact that the amount will not exceed $8,000. Councilmember Baratta agreed.  
Councilmember Trawinski was concerned about furloughs and jobs, but he did not want 
to see Deputy Mayor Weinstein’s efforts go to waste, although every dollar will be 
important.  He also felt that they would obtain additional contributions, and would 
support going forward.  Deputy Mayor Swain supported allocating $8,000 for the 
Fireworks.  She was concerned, however, about having an article in the newsletter in 
the event they did not raise enough money to proceed with the Fireworks.  Mayor 
Tedeschi suggested the Council work together to raise additional funds.  He agreed 
there were tough decisions ahead, but Fair Lawn was a wonderful town and it needed to 
remain so even in the bad times.  The community needed some good news for a 
change.   
 
It was the consensus of the Council that they proceed with the Fireworks, based on a 
Borough contribution not to exceed $8,000 and the event would be included in the 
Borough Newsletter. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Baratta and second by Councilmember Trawinski,                 
the meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
             
                                                                     
      Marilyn B. Bojanowski, RMC   
                          Assistant Municipal Clerk 
               
 

The undersigned have read and approve the foregoing minutes.  
 

 
___________________           
Mayor Joseph Tedeschi 

 
 
                                                        _____________________                                             
Deputy Mayor Lisa Swain                                   Deputy Mayor Weinstein 
 
 
                                                            ______________________                                          
Councilmember Jeanne Baratta                         Councilmember Ed Trawinski 


