
REGULAR MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2012                
 
Mayor Baratta called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. 
 
In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, annual notice of meetings 
from September through December 2012 was published in “The Record” issue of 
August 16, 2012.  Notices were also posted on the bulletin board located on the 
first floor of the Municipal Building; copies were mailed to The Community News 
and posted on the Borough of Fair Lawn website.  The annual notice identified 
the meeting location and the time of Council Meetings and Work Sessions. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Baratta, Deputy Mayors Cosgrove and Trawinski, 
Councilmembers Peluso and Swain. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Manager Metzler, Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski, Assistant 
Municipal Clerk Bojanowski and Attorney Mondello. 
 
The Fire Department Honor Guard presented the colors. 
 
Manager Metzler welcomed the residents and the members of the Emergency 
Services.  He acknowledged the families of Susan Huie and Richard Rosenthal 
who were in attendance.  This community made a pledge eleven years ago 
that they would never forget and they have not.  At 8:46 a.m. he had the honor 
of standing shoulder to shoulder with the employees of the Borough of Fair Lawn 
as the bell tolled three times in honor of those residents that were lost on 
September 11, 2001.  Additionally at 2:30 p.m. this afternoon he spoke at the 
New Jersey Veteran’s Home. Their loved ones were remembered at that event 
as well. 
 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 MEMORIAL REMEMBERENCE SERVICE 
 
Detective David Boone stated that every year as they remember September 11, 
2001, it takes them back very quickly to that horrible day.  He listened to many 
people on the radio and television over the last few days and one of the things 
he found was they talked about the many things that were going through their 
hearts and minds as they think back on that day.  He remembered that one 
thought kept coming back to him, the one word was summoned up in the word 
“hope”.  As he looked around the Country since the worst tragedy that he could 
imagine in his lifetime, he saw so many good things come out of it.  He saw 
hope.  He saw the young men and women go to war to help free other 
countries and he had hope.  Last month he was in Hoboken and looked out and 
saw the new building that is almost finished and it brought him great feelings of 
hope.  
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On this 11th anniversary he asked that they think about hope. Every bad thing  
can turn into great things.  It has been seen all over the Country, lives have been 
changed and people will always be remembered because of the great 
sacrifice on that day.  He put together a montage of photos and music. 
 
Detective Boone offered a prayer for hope, love and special blessings for 
everyone. 

 
The tolling of the bell was done by former Fire Chief, Deputy Mayor John 
Cosgrove.  
 
Manager Metzler read the names of the residents that were lost on September 
11, 2001, Susan Huie, Jennifer Lynn Kane and Richard David Rosenthal.  Then 
Taps was played. 
 
Manager Metzler said that before he retired the colors, he asked that everyone 
look out around the room and see how very well represented the Borough was 
by their volunteers and career emergency responders.  It was no secret that 
many of the men and women standing around this room tonight were 
emergency responders on that day.  All too varying degrees, all to answer the 
call, all that ran into the belly of the beast.  He acknowledged their effort and 
service to the community.  Outside the building there is a World Trade Center 
Memorial and he encouraged everyone to stop there on their way out. 
 
Manager Metzler retired the Fire Department’s Honor Guard colors. 
 
Deputy Mayor Cosgrove stated that as he reflected back on the tragic events 
of 9/11, he was reminded how they came together as a nation.  He can only 
hope tonight that they remember this and put the petty differences aside and 
work for the common good of all. 
 
He knew Rich Rosenthal personally.  His sons Kevin and Seth played Lacrosse 
with his son Kevin.  They were in 8th grade at the time.  He can remember sitting 
with him on the stands and talking about where he worked.  It hit home when he 
found out he has passed in the World Trade center.  He will keep the Rosenthal’s 
in his thoughts and prayers forever on 9/11. 
 
The Borough had three residents die in the World Trade Center, but Joe Connor 
died in one of the earliest attacks on the United States in the Fraunces Tavern 
bombing in 1975.  He wanted the Connor family to know that he is remembered 
tonight also. 
 
In closing as a Firefighter, he would be remiss if he did not remember the 343 
New York City firefighters that made the ultimate sacrifice that day.  The number 
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343 now means a lot to firefighters.  This weekend many men and women will be 
attending the Firemen’s Convention in Wildwood.  Shirts, hats and pins will be 
seen with the number 343 on them.  They have made a pledge, as firefighters, 
that they will never forget the number 343 and the legacy that those firefighters 
have left. 
 
Councilmember Peluso thought that September 11th was a very special day for 
all of them to remember.  It was one of the most memorable days that he ever 
had in his life time.  Looking out at all of the volunteers and career Police 
Officers reminds him of how lucky they are to have them serve the Borough.  
They all remember the images on television seeing the first responders running 
into the building while so many were running out.  He remembers the day after 
when he was in college and for twelve hours they were loading trucks to send to 
NYC.  People did not stop coming or stop donating.  The message that 
Detective Boone gave tonight of hope was all he saw.  He hoped they all 
remembered the sacrifices of all those that people that were lost and who are 
currently serving in the armed forces. 
 
Councilmember Swain stated that 11 years ago today she lost two friends from 
the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center.  There may be some people that 
wonder why they honor certain days every year, years after years.  Some may 
say that it is time to move on and forget the past and look to the future.  When 
they stop and remember, they learn from history.  They have learned that they 
have to be even more vigilant of those that may seek to harm them.  They have 
also learned that they must accept their differences and encourage others to 
do the same.  Let them never forget the past.  Be thankful to the men and 
women of our military that fight for our freedom every day and may be have 
the strength to move on to a more peaceful world. 
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski said when he reflects back on September 11, 2001, he 
remembered one of the first thoughts that crossed his mind was that Rich 
Rosenthal worked in the World Trade Center.  He had the privilege of meeting 
Rich and his wife Lauren through Councilwoman Bonnie Taplitz.  He hoped that 
he was alright but they all know how it turned out.  He felt as they remember 
Rich Rosenthal, Susan Huie and her family and Jennifer Kane and her family that 
they are okay and they are all better off for having the privilege of knowing 
them during their lifetimes.  He offered blessings to them, their families and the 
United States. 
 
Mayor Baratta thanked all of the people that were present.  She was thrilled to 
see so many first responders.  She thanked them for everything they do for Fair 
Lawn.  She also thanked the residents for coming out on this solemn occasion.  
She felt it was also a celebration tonight because she and the Council would be 
swearing in a new Police Officer.   
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She felt they come together; they pause and commemorate one of the most 
infamous days that they had in American history where 3,000 of our fellow 
Americans were murdered in a senseless war of terror that is motivated by hate.  
Everyone remembers where they were; they have a story and have a tie to this 
day.  She remembers the horrifying hours before she could reach her husband 
because of the phone lines being tied up.  She was fortunate that all of her 
loved ones came home.  Other families in Fair Lawn were not so fortunate as 
they heard tonight, the family of Susan Huie, Richard Rosenthal and Jennifer 
Kane and Mr. Conner from 1975. 
 
She thought one of the eeriest sights was that night the Radburn train station’s 
parking lot with all the cars that remained in the parking lot which was a very 
sobering sight at the end of a surreal day.  It was a day of heroism and it was a 
day of sacrifice by ordinary citizens.   
 
Today they remember the people who were victimized by hatred in New York  
City, Washington D.C. and in Pennsylvania but it is also a day to remember that, 
they, as Americans, responded to at that time what was unthinkable and an 
unprecedented tragedy.  For days, weeks, and months after that, our volunteers 
pitched in to help.  They counted their blessings and the blessings of those less 
fortunate than they were.  They shared a determination to stand together and 
fight and show the world that they can destroy our buildings but you cannot 
destroy what makes all of them Americans. 
 
Our Armed Forces continue to march forward and fight for our freedom. They 
keep them in their thoughts, prayers and hearts.  In this nation that is torn apart 
from so much political and personal divisions it would do them all good to 
remember how precious, fragile and fleeting life is and how trivial the divisions 
seem when compared to that tragedy of September 11.  She thanked them for 
being there that night. 
 
Manager Metzler concluded the September 11 Memorial program. 
 
SWEARING IN OF POLICE OFFICER 
 
Manager Metzler introduced the officer to be sworn in tonight, Anthony Burgos.  
Officer Burgos was with the Paterson Police Department since 2008.  He was 
there with his wife and daughter. 
 
Mayor Baratta swore Officer Burgos in as the 55th member of the Fair Lawn 
Police Department.  Mrs. Burgos pinned his badge on. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
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Councilmember Swain congratulated the newest Police Officer Burgos.  He 
hoped that he and the rest of the officers are always safe. 
 
Saturday is the opening ceremony for a new special needs Soccer Team, the 
Saddle Brook and Fair Lawn Angels.  The ceremony will take place at Dobrow 
Field at 3:30 p.m.  The program is the result of collaboration between Saddle 
Brook and Fair Lawn Soccer Association and Fair Lawn All Sports.  All Sports 
representatives, Jeff Mazola and Fred Schultz will be coaching and there will be 
teams serving as buddies to the players.   
 
Councilmember Swain announced the ADA Dance, Friday, September 21st at 
7:00 p.m. in the Community Center.  It is open to all adults with physical or 
developmental disabilities.  It will be sponsored by the Knights of Pythias. 
 
On Saturday, September 22nd, the County is sponsoring An Access for All Summit 
on awareness issues related to residents in the County with developmental 
disabilities with topics such as housing, programs, and local problem solving.  
Members of the ADA Committee have been invited to speak at the summit.  
They will be speaking about becoming a sub-committee of the Community 
Center. 
 
Tomorrow night the ADA Meeting will be held across the hall. 
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski echoed his congratulations to Officer Anthony Burgos 
and to his family.  He hoped that he and the other officers stay safe and return 
home each night. 
 
This is the first Council meeting since school opened and he urged everyone to 
be extra safe.  AAA reported the third largest cause of death for young children 
is accidents that occur before or after school hours.  Every time they get a 
complaint about school safety they find that more often than not, it is the 
parents of school children that are violating some traffic law.  Everyone should 
be careful when backing up.  He suggested that they all pay attention to 
reduce the number of accidents with children. 
 
Councilmember Peluso echoed Deputy Mayor Trawinski’s comments.  Being a 
first time parent of a kindergartner he thanked the Police and Crossing Guards 
for the work they do.  As Deputy Mayor Trawinski said, please be extra careful 
around the schools. 
 
This past Thursday he went to the Flood Committee in Wayne.  They are having 
the Army Corps of Engineers come to the Wayne Municipal Building.  They are 
trying to get the Army Corps of Engineers to look at the Passaic River because of 
all of the severe flooding that has taken place these last few years.  There were 
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representatives from Passaic County and a few from Bergen.  The Passaic River 
really needs to be focused on and the flooding has to stop. 
 
He congratulated the PA Warriors, a New Jersey Special Olympics Adult Softball 
League for qualifying for a tournament in Oklahoma City.  There are four 
residents from Fair Lawn:  Joe Peppitone, Kevin Peppitone, Robert Peppitone 
and Charles Russo.  Councilmember Peluso wished them good luck. 
 
Councilmember Peluso congratulated the new Office Anthony Burgos. 
 
Deputy Mayor Cosgrove stated that on August 29th he attended the Fair Lawn 
Senior Center where Marv Levitt volunteered his time and music.  He conducted 
a three hour event for the seniors and a good time was had by all. 
 
He met High School students at the Senior Center who have volunteered all 
year.  Blair Donor and Joshua Walsh helped clean up and danced with some of 
the seniors. According to the Senior Director they have been doing a lot if things 
around the center. 
 
Deputy Mayor Cosgrove mentioned that he will be speaking at the Access for 
All Summit being held in Mahwah.  They are going to be talking about the 
cooperation that exists between the 501(c)3 Committee and the ADA 
Committee and how they came together to get things done. 
 
Mayor Baratta added that the Chairman of the Flood Committee was present, 
Freeholder Driscoll. 
 
She spoke about the theme of school safety.  There are other issues going on.  
She asked the neighbors to be courteous to their neighbors.  They all know that 
the schools have insufficient parking because they were built when children 
walked to school.  Now parents are rushing to get to work and just dropping 
them off. 
 
They had a similar situation on Roosevelt Street; she was there in the early 
morning to see what it was like.  She suggested they be courteous to the 
neighbors.  She asked that they don’t block people’s driveways or park in 
people’s driveways.  She thought they should set a good example to the 
children they are dropping off. 
 
Mayor Baratta said the Deputy Mayor Cosgrove spoke about Marv Levitt 
playing music at the Senior Center. She heard he was working on show tunes.  
He gave her a preview and is very happy to work on this project. 
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Deputy Mayor Trawinski told Councilmember Peluso that the nervousness does 
not end when your kids finish school.  His first grandchild is a classmate of his sons 
and he is equally as nervous of him walking to school. 
 
Manager Metzler reminded the residents about the “Resident Surveys” that were 
mailed out at the beginning of the month.  They are due back on October 1.  
He encouraged the residents to participate.  Currently they have an 11 % return. 
 
ORDINANCES ON ADOPTION: 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Councilmember 
Peluso it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title and 
open the time for public comments. 
 
      ORDINANCE NO. 2243-2012 
       

BOND ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $1,688,000, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,607,000 BONDS OR 
NOTES OF THE BOROUGH, FOR VARIOUS WATER SUPPLY 
AND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS OR PURPOSES 
AUTHORIZED TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE BOROUGH OF 
FAIR LAWN, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY. 

 
There being no comments by the public, upon motion by Deputy Mayor 
Cosgrove and a second by Councilmember Swain, it was unanimously agreed 
to close the time for public hearing. 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Councilmember 
Swain, Resolution No. 258-2012 adopting Ordinance No. 2243-2012 was 
unanimously passed. 
   
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Cosgrove and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski, it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title 
and open the time for public comments. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2244-2012 
 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE IMPROVEMENT 
OF VARIOUS ROADS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF FAIR 
LAWN, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, 
APPROPRIATING $525,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING 
THE ISSUANCE OF $500,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 
BOROUGH FOR FINANCING SUCH APPROPRIATION. 
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There being no comments by the public, upon motion by Councilmember Swain 
and a second by Deputy Mayor Trawinski, it was unanimously agreed to close 
the time for public hearing. 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Councilmember 
Peluso, Resolution No. 259-2012 adopting Ordinance No. 2244-2012 was 
unanimously passed. 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Councilmember 
Peluso, it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title and 
open the time for public comments. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2245-2012 
 

BOND ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $2,781,000, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,648,000 BONDS OR 
NOTES OF THE BOROUGH, FOR VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS 
OR PURPOSES AUTHORIZED TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE 
BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, 
NEW JERSEY. 
 

There being no comments by the public, upon motion by Councilmember Swain 
and a second by Deputy Mayor Trawinski, it was unanimously agreed to close 
the time for public hearing. 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Councilmember 
Swain, Resolution No. 260-2012 adopting Ordinance No. 2245-2012 was 
discussed. 
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated as he comes to the close of his next to last year 
on the Council, which will be his 11th year, he recalled his first year when the 
then Council was spending $10 to $12 million on Capital Improvements because 
the prior Councils had not made appropriate expenditures for capital 
improvements.  Tonight as a Council they are appropriating $5 million for Capital 
Improvements to ensure that the toilets will flush and the sewage will be 
disposed off, the tap water will be there, when fires need to be fought the 
hydrants will work and all the things they would expect the government to 
provide will be there.  He applauded the Councils over the last decade for 
keeping the infrastructure of Fair Lawn in good shape to the best of their abilities 
with the fiscal restraints they face.  The people of Fair Lawn should know that 
their town is well maintained. 
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There being no further discussion, Resolution No. 260 -2012 adopting Ordinance 
No. 2245 – 2012 was unanimously passed. 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Cosgrove and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski, it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title 
and open the time for public comments. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2246-2012 
 

“AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR A CERTAIN CAPTIAL 
IMPROVEMENT IN THE BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN AND TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE RECEIPT, ACCEPTANCE AND DEPOSIT 
OF FUNDS THEREFORE (BARRIER FREE HANDICAP 
ACCESSIBLE CURB CUTS)” 
 

There being no comments by the public, upon motion by Councilmember Swain 
and a second by Deputy Mayor Trawinski, it was unanimously agreed to close 
the time for public hearing. 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Cosgrove, Resolution No. 261-2012 adopting Ordinance No. 2246-2012 was 
unanimously passed. 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Peluso and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski, it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title 
and open the time for public comments. 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2247-2012 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR A CERTAIN CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT IN THE BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN AND TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE RECEIPT, ACCEPTANCE AND DEPOSIT 
OF FUNDS THEREFORE (NJDOT BROADWAY CORRIDOR 
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS PHASE 2) 
 

Don Smartt, for the Broadway Improvement Corporation echoing Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski’s comments, the exact quote at the time was “I don’t care if River 
Road burns down”.  Mr. Smartt these ordinances belies the fact that this Council 
and the Council preceding them have worked many years to get them to the 
point where they are now accepting the second grant.  He felt they would 
achieve more grants because of the grants that have been put into place in 
the last twenty years.  Senator Gordon brought them a grant from the Port 
Authority and has been a consistent supporter of this community and the 
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business community for many years.  Tonight the work they have done to get to 
this point needs to be acknowledged. 
 
There being no further comments by the public, upon motion by 
Councilmember Swain and a second by Deputy Mayor Cosgrove, it was 
unanimously agreed to close the time for public hearing. 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Peluso and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski, Resolution No. 262-2012 adopting Ordinance No. 2247-2012 was 
discussed. 
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski said voting on this ordinance reminded him of when 
Senator Bob Gordon was Mayor and the Council along with John Alaimo, Joe 
Tedeschi, John Nakashian and others helped organize the River Road 
Corporation.  At that time the RRIC decided to apply for grants to improve the 
River Road corridor.  He remembered specifically one person saying why should 
they care about River Road, which were only the businesses.  The answer then 
was they care about it because it helps stabilize the tax base and it helps keep 
the burden off the residential properties.  Now doing this with the Broadway 
Corridor, they will be doing the same thing that was done twenty years ago.    
He saw the changes that have taken place on River Road and is optimistic for 
the change that will take place on Broadway. 
 
Councilmember Swain pointed out that there are three ordinances they were 
adopting tonight that require no match from the Borough.   
   
There being no further discussion, Resolution No. 262 -2012 adopting Ordinance 
No. 2247– 2012 was unanimously passed. 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Peluso and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title and 
open the time for public comments. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2248-2012 
 

“AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR A CERTAIN CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT IN THE BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN AND TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE RECEIPT, ACCEPTANCE AND DEPOSIT 
OF FUNDS THEREFORE (SENIOR CENTER IMPROVEMENTS 
2012)” 
 

Joan Goldstein, 12 Bedford Place, remembered when the Senior Center was 
being built and her father was on the Zoning Board.  She remembered all the 
people that came out to protest building the center because they did not want 
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it in their backyard.  Now the center is well used.  People from out of town come 
to the center.  Things that happen in Fair Lawn are very important for a lot of 
reasons.  They need to keep the important places around town well funded and 
taken care of. 
 
Councilmember Swain stated that it was during her father-in-law’s time on the 
Council that the Senior Center was built.   She also wanted to give that Council 
credit for what they did. 
 
There being no further comments by the public, upon motion by Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski and a second by Councilmember Swain, it was unanimously agreed to 
close the time for public hearing. 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Cosgrove, Resolution No. 263-2012 adopting Ordinance No. 2248-2012 was 
unanimously passed. 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Councilmember 
Swain it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title and 
open the time for public comments. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2249-2012 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FAIR LAWN 2000, SPECIFICALLY CHAPTER 125, LAND 
DEVELOPMENT, ARTICLE V. SITE PLAN AND SUBDIVISION 
STANDARDS BY MODIFYING THE PARKING STANDARDS 
APPLICABLE TO CERTAIN USES IN THE PORTION OF THE B-2 
ZONE ALONG BROADWAY.  
 

Don Smartt stated this was a companion ordinance with the group of other 
ordinances that make a difference.  He received a call today from a property 
owner who lives in town and has a small three unit property on Broadway asking 
what this Council could do to rent his stores.  Mr. Smartt said that he had in front 
of him something of a concrete nature to help him rent his stores because the 
leadership here has invested huge amounts of their time, effort and energy.  He 
acknowledged the professional staff; particularly Attorney Mondello, Manager 
Metzler and Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski for helping them get to the point 
where they could give them something they could act on unanimously for the 
businesses.  Mayor Baratta stated it was a long time coming.  
 
Craig Kerbekian, property owner on Broadway, thanked the Mayor and Council 
for attending to this and thought it was something that was needed and will turn 
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out to be an improvement.  He hoped it worked here and can be carried 
throughout the Borough. 

 
There being no further comments by the public, upon motion by 
Councilmember Swain and a second by Deputy Mayor Cosgrove, it was 
unanimously agreed to close the time for public hearing. 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Peluso and a second by Councilmember 
Swain, Resolution No. 264-2012 adopting Ordinance No. 2249-2012 was 
discussed. 
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated this ordinance has a sunset provision and it was 
his hope that annually when the Broadway Improvement Corporation submits it 
budget to the Council that they will report to them on an informal basis and tell 
them what affect either positive or negative this ordinance has had on the 
Broadway District.  In 2017 when a future Council gets to consider this, they 
would have a couple of year’s worth of information upon which to base their 
informed decision.  He thanked the members of the Broadway Improvement 
Corporation for their hard work, particularly Mark Gordon and Don Smartt for 
taking Broadway Vision plan and shepherding it.  
  
There being no further discussion, Resolution No. 264 -2012 adopting Ordinance 
No.  2249– 2012 was unanimously passed. 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Cosgrove and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title and 
open the time for public comments. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2250-2012 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FAIR LAWN 2000, SPECIFICALLY CHAPTER 125, LAND 
DEVELOPMENT, ARTICLE VII, SECTION 125-65 
CONCERNING DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION REVIEW 
PROCEDURES BY EXEMPTING IN THE B-2 ZONE ALONG 
BROADWAY CERTAIN USES REQUIRED TO OBTAIN A 
BEVERAGE OR FOOD HANDLER’S CERTIFICATE OR 
MODIFICATIONS TO SUCH USES FROM PLANNING BOARD 
REVIEW 
 

There being no comments by the public, upon motion by Councilmember Swain 
and a second by Deputy Mayor Trawinski, it was unanimously agreed to close 
the time for public hearing. 
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Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Councilmember 
Peluso, Resolution No. 265-2012 adopting Ordinance No. 2250-2012 was 
unanimously passed. 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Councilmember 
Swain it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title and 
open the time for public comments. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2251-2012 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN, 2000, 
BY AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 232 
ENTITLED AVEHICLES AND TRAFFIC@, BY AMENDING 
ARTICLE II “PARKING” AND ARTICLE XI “PEDESTRIAN 
CROSSING RIGHT-OF-WAY SIGNS 
 

There being no further comments by the public, upon motion by 
Councilmember Swain and a second by Deputy Mayor Cosgrove, it was 
unanimously agreed to close the time for public hearing. 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Councilmember 
Peluso, Resolution No. 266-2012 adopting Ordinance No. 2251-2012 was 
discussed. 
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski thanked Traffic Safety Officer Franco who has been the 
Traffic Safety Officer for the Borough for quite a number of years.  Whenever the 
Council receives a request from residents to make changes to parking 
requirements on streets, Traffic Safety Officer Franco is the one that has to go 
out to assess it and speak to the residents about it to make sure that it makes 
sense to the people who requested the change but also for the people who 
have not asked for the changes.  He is an unsung hero having put up with all of 
the requests from the Council to make those determinations and advise them so 
they can take appropriate action.  
 
There being no further discussion, Resolution No. 266 -2012 adopting Ordinance 
No. 2251–2012 was unanimously passed. 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Swain and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Cosgrove it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title 
and open the time for public comments. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2252-2012 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN 2000, SPECIFICALLY CHAPTER 
13, ENTITLED “FIRE DEPARTMENT”  
 

There being no comments by the public, upon motion by Councilmember Swain   
and a second by Councilmember Peluso, it was unanimously agreed to close 
the time for public hearing. 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Peluso and a second by Councilmember 
Swain, Resolution No. 267-2012 adopting Ordinance No. 2252-2012 was  
unanimously passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Peluso and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Cosgrove, the time for public comments on Agenda items only was opened. 
 
There being no comments from the public, upon motion by Councilmember 
Swain and a second by Councilmember Peluso, the time for public comments 
was unanimously closed. 
 
RESOLUTIONS BY CONSENT #19 -2012  
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Cosgrove, Consent Agenda No. 19-2012 containing the following items was 
unanimously passed.  

 
 a. Resol. #268-2012 – Approval of Minutes: 
     Work Session 8/14/2012 
     Closed Session 8/14/12 
 b. Resol. #269-2012 – Refund of Overpayment of Taxes   
 c. Resol. #270-2012 – Audit Report 
 d. Resol. #271-2012 – Authorizing the Issuance of Bond Anticipation 

    Notes 
 e. Resol. #272-2012 - Provide for the Amended Employee Short term 

    Disability Program through the Standard  
    Insurance Company 

  f. Resol. #273-2012 - Designating Certain Property in the   
      Borough as an Area in Need of   
      Rehabilitation  
  g. Resol. #274-2012 – Appointment to Community Development 
  h. Resol. #275-2012 - DOT Grant Application – Radburn Road 
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RESOLUTION NO. 276-2012 – COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT   
         APPLICATION – SENIOR CENTER IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Swain and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Cosgrove, Resolution No. 276-2012 was passed with Deputy Mayor Trawinski 
recusing himself. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 277-2012 – COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT   
         APPLICATION – ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Swain and a second by Councilmember 
Peluso, Resolution No. 277-2012 was passed with Deputy Mayor Trawinski 
recusing himself. 

  
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Peluso and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski, it was unanimously agreed to open the time for public comments. 
 
Howard Mark, 12-23 Ferry Heights said that in 12 years Fair Lawn will be 100 years 
old.  He read a book about Slootterdam in the Library and felt the book should 
be reprinted and be placed in stores to be bought. 
 
Margot Brandes, 16-36 Raymond Street expressed her concerns about the 
conditions of the roads in Fair Lawn and thought they were very unsafe.  She felt 
that since there was no snow during the winter of 2012, that money should be 
put towards fixing the roads.  Manager Metzler explained that the funding does 
not work like that in the budget.  The Engineering Department has gotten 
$500,000 for roadway improvements.  It will depend on the price of the 
macadam for how many roads get repaired.  He reminded her that every year 
the Borough paves roads.  This year it was running late but they will get paved.  
Mayor Baratta suggested that Manager Metzler speak to her when she can be 
more specific on the streets she was talking about.  Manager Metzler informed 
her to call his office so he can inform her of what roads will be paved. 
 
Councilmember Swain reminded Ms. Brandes that in 2011 there were a lot of 
storms that the Borough was still cleaning up from.  Ms. Brandes felt there should 
be an allocation for storm damage.  Manager Metzler informed her that the 
Borough had to get loans to cover the costs. 
 
Ms. Brandes stated she did not understand the new assessment.  Manager 
Metzler explained the properties have been reassessed because of the number 
of tax appeals.  Mrs. Brandes felt the homeowners were being over taxed.  
Manager Metzler said there was a substantial shift to the businesses.  Mayor 
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Baratta explained that the real estate market tanked and there were many 
houses that were assessed too high.  Again, Manager Metzler offered to meet 
with her to go over her issues with her. 
 
Bob Beshlian, 10-05 Ellis Avenue, thanked the Council for passing the ordinances 
for Broadway.  He thought instead of moving the skate park to Walsh Pool, they 
should sell the property.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski started the Council had no 
desire to sell park land.  The Borough did try to sell property by auction and there 
was no interest.  If he was interested, they will do another auction.  He explained 
that a group of kids came in requesting a skate park.  Originally the Borough 
could not put one in because of the JIF, but the JIF has now changed their 
policy.  The majority of funds for the skate park were from grants.  They thought 
Walsh Pool would be a good location for it.  The parks are for everyone and for 
all types of sports.  Deputy Mayor Cosgrove said that he voted against the skate 
park but would be against putting an office building there. 
 
Margot Brandes asked about the status of Daly Field.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski 
said that the Planning Board will approve the application.  The site will be built 
on within the next five years.  The developer now has all of the environmental 
approvals from the DEP.  Sadly they will see 165 units built on that site.   
 
Ms. Brandes wondered who decided to build on that lot.  The whole plan seems 
illogical because the traffic on Plaza Road is a disaster now.  Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski informed her that the Council fought for eight years and decided to 
stop fighting it.  Unfortunately the Planning Board’s hands are tied because of a 
Builder’s Remedy.  Under the Courts decision, they could have built 200 units.  It 
was the Radburn Trustee’s decision to sell the property.   
 
Mayor Baratta said that the Borough fought for eight years and lost.  The dealt 
with COAH and the Judge ruled that the units had to be built.  It was the 
Judge’s mandate and none of the Council was happy about it. 
 
Deputy Mayor Cosgrove stated that the previous Council’s felt the same way.  
Their hands are tired because of the Builder’s Remedy. 
 
There being no comments, upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a 
second by Councilmember Swain the time for public comments was 
unanimously closed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Swain and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
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      Respectfully submitted, 
             
      _________________________________________                        
      Joanne M. Kwasniewski, RMC,CMC,MMC    
       Municipal Clerk 
                 
 

 
The undersigned have read and approve the foregoing minutes.  

 
 

________________________________________           
Mayor Jeanne Baratta 

 
 

 
                                                         _________________________________                            
Deputy Mayor John Cosgrove                       Councilmember Kurt Peluso 
 
 
                                                            __________________________________  
Councilmember Lisa Swain   Deputy Mayor Trawinski                          


