
REGULAR MEETING OF JUNE 26, 2012                 
 
Mayor Baratta called the meeting to order at 7:31p.m. 
 
In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, annual notice of meetings 
from April through August 2012 was published in “The Record” issue of March 
23, 2012.  Notices were also posted on the bulletin board located on the first 
floor of the Municipal Building; copies were mailed to The Community News 
and posted on the Borough of Fair Lawn website.  The annual notice identified 
the meeting location and the time of Council Meetings and Work Sessions. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Baratta, Deputy Mayors Cosgrove and Trawinski, 
Councilmember Peluso.  
 
ABSENT: Councilmember Swain. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Manager Metzler, Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski, Assistant 
Municipal Clerk Bojanowski and Attorney Mondello. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
 
Councilmember Peluso stated they had two great events on the past 
Saturdays.  There was the dedication of Etler Park to Martin and Violet Etler.  It 
was nice to see so many people there. The Fire Department celebrated their 
100th anniversary.  It was a great event and was well attended.   
 
Deputy Mayor Cosgrove stated he had the honor of attending the Fair Lawn All 
Sports Scholarship and Awards program with Mayor Baratta and 
Councilmember Peluso at the Fair Lawn Athletic Club. It was great to see the 
young athletes that were awarded scholarships.  He thanked Jeff Mazzola and 
the coaches and volunteers for all the work they do that make All Sports a 
great organization in Fair Lawn. 
 
Also he was involved with the 100th Anniversary of the Fire Department.  It was a 
great success and he thanked everyone for their hard work.  He thanked Chief 
Reamy and the department for what they had done.  A special shout out to ex-
Chief Tom Carney who chaired the event and did a fantastic job putting the 
event together. 
 
They met with officials from New Jersey Transit along with officials from Elmwood 
Park to discuss the dangerous crosswalk on Broadway where people go to the 
Broadway train station.  Some of the State officials had promised them they 
would try to expedite the project.  They felt that maybe Fair Lawn and 
Elmwood Park would have to contribute for engineering expenses to move the 
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project along.  He told them since it was state road that they first consider it 
because it is a very dangerous situation.  Many of the people attending the 
meeting were almost hit when crossing the road.  It is apparent that the new 
light system is not working. 
 
He echoed what Councilmember Peluso said about Etler Park. It was a 
beautiful day and he was happy for Marty Etler.   
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski echoed the comments previously made about the Etler 
Park.  It was very enjoyable and a credit to Marty and Violet Etler regarding the 
size of the turnout on a Saturday morning. 
 
He thanked the Manager and the employees of the Borough who worked so 
hard to put Memorial Park back into shape.  He remembered how it looked 
after Hurricane Irene and the freak snowstorm in October.  He remembered the 
first meeting with Manager Metzler who informed them that nothing had been 
done to put Memorial back in shape to open this spring.  Through the 
Manager’s hard work and effort and bi-partisan cooperation, Memorial Park is 
now open and looks great.  He knows that many employees put their heart and 
soul into this and asked that Manager Metzler relay his gratitude to them. 
 
Mayor Baratta reminded everyone that the Farmer’s Market is once again 
open every Wednesday at the New Song Church on Fair Lawn Avenue.  She 
thanked the church for their cooperation in allowing the Borough to have the 
Farmer’s Market held there. 
 
The fireworks display this year will be on July 2nd at Memorial Park with a rain 
date of July 8th or 9th.  Tickets are being sold all over town.  If it rains, she 
reminded everyone not to call the Police Department because they can look 
online or on the Fair Lawn Channels on TV. 
 
She felt that Fair Lawn has been truly blessed with such nice weather.  Several 
events have been held over the past few weeks such as the 100th Anniversary 
of the Fire Department and the dedication of Etler Park which was across the 
street from where she grew up so it was extra special to her.  
 
Mayor Baratta stated beginning June 28 and continuing through and including 
Wednesday September 5, the Municipal Building office hours will be from 8:00 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday and closed on Fridays.  She thought 
that the extended hours would help people that need to do business at the 
Borough Hall. 
 
Also the Recycling Center has new summer hours.  Monday 7:00 a.m. to 3:15 
p.m., closed on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, open Friday 7:00 a.m. to 
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3:15 p.m.  Then there would be extended hours on Saturday and Sunday from 
7:00 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.  Those hours are in effect until September 2nd. 
 
She echoed all of the comments previously about Memorial Pool.  She had 
received a lot of calls and ran into a lot of people who were shocked that the 
pool was actually opened and looked so good.  Like Deputy Mayor Trawinski 
said, she asked the Manager to extend their thanks to anyone that had a hand 
in doing that. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 
Manager Metzler stated that a copy of the Manager’s Report is on the table 
and there were no changes or additions. 
 
ORDINANCE ON SECOND READING: 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Cosgrove, it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title 
and open the time for public comments. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2241-2012 
 

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF CERTAIN 
EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN, BERGEN 
COUNTY, AND NEW JERSEY IS AMENDED (PUBLIC SAFETY 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS OPERATORS) 
 

There being no comments by the public, upon motion by Deputy Mayor 
Cosgrove and a second by Deputy Mayor Trawinski, it was unanimously agreed 
to close the time for public hearing. 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Cosgrove, Resolution No. 199-2012 adopting Ordinance No. 2241-2012 was 
unanimously passed. 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Peluso and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski, it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title 
and open the time for public comments. 
  

ORDINANCE NO. 2242-2012 
 

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OR 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND DELIVERY BY THE BOROUGH OF 
FAIR LAWN OF CERTAIN AGREEMENTS IN CONNECTION 
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WITH THE BERGEN COUNTY IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY’S 
COUNTY GUARANTEED REFUNDING REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 
2012 (FAIR LAWN COMMUNITY CENTER, INC. PROJECT)  

There being no comments by the public, upon motion by Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski and a second by Deputy Mayor Cosgrove, it was unanimously agreed 
to close the time for public hearing. 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Cosgrove and a second by Councilmember 
Peluso, Resolution No. 200--2012 adopting Ordinance No. 2242-2012 was 
discussed. 
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated that this ordinance was refinancing the bonds 
that were previously issued for the construction of the Community Center.  He 
explained that this was not new debt.  A lot of communities were refinancing 
because of the good rates that are now available.  Attorney Mondello 
concurred with his statement. 
   
There being no further discussion, Resolution No. 200-2012 adopting Ordinance 
No.  2242– 2012 was unanimously passed. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS ONLY: 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Peluso and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski, the time for public comments on Agenda items only was opened. 
 
There being no comments from the public, upon motion by Deputy Mayor 
Cosgrove and a second by Deputy Mayor Trawinski, the time for public 
comments was unanimously closed. 
 
RESOLUTIONS BY CONSENT #14 -2012: 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Councilmember 
Peluso, Consent Agenda #14-2012 containing the following items was 
unanimously passed.  

 
 a. Resol. #201-2012 – Authorizing Access & Use Agreement with  

    the Radburn Association – Farmer’s Market 
 b. Resol. #202-2012 - Refund of Overpayment of Taxes 
 c. Resol. #203-2012 - Authorizing Execution of Borough   

    Manager’s Contract 
 d. Resol. #204-2012 - Professional Services Agreement:  Employee 

    Assistance Program 
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 e. Resol. #205-2012 - DOT Grant Application:  Broadway   
    Streetscape Transportation Enhancement  
    Program 

 f. Resol. #206-2012 - Award of Bid:  Maintenance and Cleaning  
    Services 

 g. Resol. #207-2012 - Renewal of Liquor Licenses 2012-2013 
 h. Resol. #208-2012 - Approval of Minutes: 
      Regular Meeting 5/22/12 
      Work Session 5/22/12 
      Closed Session 5/22/12 
 i. Resol. #209-2012 - Confirmation of Fire board Actions 
 j. Resol. #210-2012 - Authorizing the Execution of ADA   

    Cooperative Curb Ramp Construction  
    Grant Program and the Cooperative  
    ADA Engineering Design Grant Program  
    Agreements 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 211-2012 – AMENDMENT TO THE 2012 BUDGET 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Cosgrove, Resolution No. 211-2012 was discussed. 
 
Manager Metzler explained that the budget was amended because the 
Borough received a settlement from the insurance company for the pool.  As a 
result of that settlement CFO Palermo placed $175,000 into Buildings and 
Grounds which is money allocated for repair costs from the two storms.  
Additionally, there was $48,000 put in to pay off a five year note that the 
Borough took out last year to get them through the rest of the year because of 
the storms.  On the revenue side, there was $365,000 placed into the budget, 
the result of that will reduce the tax increase from $121.75 on an average 
accessed home of $323,679 to $110.63. 
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski thanked Manager Metzler and the insurance advisor 
for pursuing this claim so diligently especially since the Council thought there 
was no coverage for it.  They worked very hard for the Borough to get this claim 
and bring it in time so they could attach that benefit of modest relief to the 
taxpayers.  He thanked CFO Palermo and Mr. Covelli.  Mayor Baratta echoed 
his remark. 
 
There being no further discussion, Resolution No. 211-2012 was unanimously 
adopted. 
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PUBLIC HEARING ON 2012 BUDGET 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Cosgrove and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski, the time to open the public hearing on the 2012 budget was opened 
with Councilmember Peluso dissenting. 
 
There being no discussion, upon motion by Deputy Mayor Cosgrove and a 
second by Deputy Mayor Trawinski, the public hearing on the 2012 budget was 
closed. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON RRIC BUDGET AND CONSIDERATION OF ASSESSMENTS IN THE 
RIVER  ROAD IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Peluso and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski the time to open the public hearing on the RRIC Budget and the 
assessments in the River Road Improvement District was opened. 
 
Robert Landzettel, President of River Road Improvement Corporation, was 
pleased to announce that the River Road Improvement Corporation has 
presented a budget that has no increase from the prior year.  The total amount 
to be assessed to the business owners in the district is $150,000.  The money 
continues to be spent for the improvement of the district including the planters 
and streetscape.  He thanked the Borough for planting the trees and fixing the 
damaged or missing trees. The street sweeping does well.  They have had some 
new additions such as the CVS on Maple and River Road, Advanced Auto 
Parts, Muscle Maker Grill.  The vacancies continue to be at a reasonable level.  
They continually look for new businesses.     
 
They improved their website to make it more user friendly and more about Fair 
Lawn.  It will also list available properties in the Borough.  It is linked to the 
Borough of Fair Lawn website.  They have done more promotions in town and 
have gotten positive feedback.  RRIC is looking to replace some of the banners 
which will cost thousands of dollars.  They continue to work for the benefit of Fair 
Lawn and the benefit of River Road.  He thanked the Mayor and Council for 
their support now and in the past. 
 
Today he received many phone calls because of the tax bills that went out.  
There have been a number of large increases that he heard of that will affect 
the business community. He realized the re-assessment has made the residential 
go down 21% whereas the commercial and industrial went down 5%, more 
money will be assessed from the business community.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski 
said that 19% comes from the business community and 81% from the residential.  
After the last revaluation, it flipped slightly where 90% came from residential 
and 10% came from the commercial and industrial.   
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Mr. Landzettel stated he knows how government works and appreciates what 
the Mayor and Council do to keep the budget increases fairly low.  He would 
appreciate it if they would continue to do so.  Mayor Baratta thanked him for 
his volunteerism to the community.  
 
Victor Rivera, owners of Rivera’s on Maple Avenue, stated he received his tax 
bill today which went up 50%.  Mayor Baratta said right now they are talking 
about the River Road Improvement Corporation budget and can speak about 
it in a little while. 
 
There being no further discussion, upon motion by Deputy Mayor Cosgrove and 
a second by Deputy Mayor Trawinski, the public hearing on the RRIC Budget 
was closed. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON BROADWAY BUDGET AND CONSIDERATION OF 
ASSESSMENTS IN THE BROADWAY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Peluso and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Cosgrove the time to open the public hearing on the BIC Budget and the 
assessments in the Broadway Special Improvement District was opened. 
 
Charles Tregidgo, 12-68 4th Street, Treasurer of the Broadway Improvement 
Corporation, stated they are continuing the work that they have done for a 
number of years.  The light on Broadway was done under their urging because 
the State DOT refused to put another traffic light there.  They are trying to get 
another system called the Hawk.  Once put in place it will be much more like a 
traffic light.  They are continuing to work on that knowing how dangerous it is. 
 
Their budget is unchanged.  It is $118,200 for the public assessment which has 
been the same amount for a long time.  They are working presently with two 
grants from the State.  There are various measures before the Mayor and 
Council and the Planning Board to improve the Broadway corridor.  Mayor 
Baratta thanked him for all the time he put in volunteering. 
 
Bob Beshlian, 10-05 Ellis Avenue, commented that the public assessment stayed 
the same as last year.  It has been the same since they have come into 
existence.  They are glad they have not had to make any increases.  They 
appreciate the cooperation from the Mayor and Council.  Now they are 
working on the crosswalks.  He thanked Deputy Mayor Trawinski and Jim 
VanKruiningen who have been valuable assets to their organization. 
 
George Konstantinidis, 4-38 Hartley Place, wondered if there was other co-
mingling of funds between Broadway and River Road other than the planters.  
Mayor Baratta did not believe that was correct.  She thought they were 
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completely separate funds.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski said there was no co-
mingling of funds.  RRIC gifted the planters to the BIC on its own.  Mr. 
Konstantinidis wondered if the Mayor and Council appropriated any funds for 
operating the special improvement district.  Mayor Baratta said they have not.  
Mr. Konstantinidis also wondered about the money they spent in taxes, how 
much of every dollar goes to physical labor on the ground other than the 
reports, the fees assessed for salaries, the matching grant funds and the 
lobbying that goes on in Trenton on their behalf.  He wanted to know how 
much of their money goes into physical projects.  There have not been many 
changes on Broadway. 
 
Mayor Baratta stated she was sorry he felt that way.  The budget is posted on 
line and spelled out there.  All the appropriations should be there for him to see. 
 
Mr. Konstantinidis said his objection was so few of the money that is spent of the 
tax assessments are actually going to physical work on the ground.  They pay 
people’s salaries and for grants that have to be matched.   It is self evident for 
people to see what has happened on Broadway.  Mayor Baratta said that 
recently a project is going on where the intersection will be made safer for 
pedestrians and especially for the children.  There is a lot going on with New 
Jersey DOT and the commuter area.  She suggested he check out the website 
and talk to the committee members.  The meetings are also open. 
 
Mr. Konstantinidis spoke about the turnpike size signs on Broadway heading 
eastbound.  This is Fair Lawn with 35 mph speed limit and they have these huge 
signs that are made for highways.  He wondered why industrial sized signs were 
needed at the edge of the gateway. 
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski explained that the signage is done for the mph and 
speed limit proportionality.  They were done on the advice of the consultant in 
conjunction with the New Jersey DOT who approved the signage.  Mr. Smartt is 
not the lobbyist.  He is the paid executive director, which he has been for the 
RRIC and BIC and volunteer unpaid executive director of the remnants of the 
EDC.  The reason Mr. Smartt is there because in the late 80’s or early 90’s the 
business owners on River Road came to the Council and said they would like 
the Council to consider that they tax themselves and become an improvement 
corporation.  For seven years it floundered because they had no one to put it 
together.  The business owners came to the Council to ask for seed money to 
help them get someone who was in the business of helping create special 
improvement and business districts.  The business owners chose Mr. Smartt.  
Within a year of Mr. Smartt being on board, the RRIC business owners asked 
them to create the RRIC as a special improvement district.  Within three years 
they created the RRIC Master Plan which the Planning Board adopted as part 
of the Planning Board’s Master Plan.  The decline of the economic base on 
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River Road was reversed.  Shop Rite sat vacant for the better part of five years 
decided to stay in Fair Lawn and then built a new Shop Rite.  The property 
owners of those two lots improved them.  That benefits every property owner in 
Fair Lawn and he believed it benefits every business because if they exist in a 
healthy business environment other businesses would want to come in.  Mr. 
Smartt put it together.  With his experience he was the logical person to turn to. 
 
The decline of Broadway was first referenced in a report in 1962.  The decline 
has continued.  There are small steps that have taken place.  It is starting to 
show improvement. 
 
As a business owner, Mr. Konstantinidis is a chronic complainer and he has 
every right to complain about it, he has a right to be a participant in the BIC 
meetings and he is free to do that.  If he feels that something is being done 
improperly with the budget, he suggested he bring it to the attention of Mr. 
Tregidgo.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski sits on the BIC and reports back to the Mayor 
and Council.  The business owners are willing to tax themselves so that the 
improvements can take place in the district is a good thing.  He felt it was not 
fair to cast aspersions on Mr. Smartt. 
 
Mr. Konstantinidis stated he would take his charge as a critic as a compliment. 
He has made many suggestions but none comes to fruition.  He wondered if 
Elmwood Park was part of the BIC because it is always included.  Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski said they are trying to get a cooperative effort with Elmwood Park with 
no expense to the Broadway SID because they would have a better chance 
for funding from New Jersey.  Mr. Konstantinidis challenged them to look at the 
signs and challenged them to find another area that had huge signs.  He 
thought a pedestrian bridge would be helpful for the pedestrians that want to 
cross Broadway from the housing projects to Gotham City Diner. 
 
Charles Tregidgo commented that the first report was done in 1977.  The 
bottom line is they continue to spend the money as they see fit based upon 
their vision of Broadway.  They have had discussions with Mr. Konstantinidis and 
they cannot and will not put every dollar into physical improvements.  Money 
has to go into planning.  The Broadway Master Plan was submitted years ago 
but is presently being studied by the Planning Board.  They have done Zoning 
changes.  They have hired professionals.  The money is spent wisely.  He spent 
16 months of volunteering to do the Broadway Vision Plans and those reports 
sat on the shelf.  He came back on to the committee because it was 
something that should be done.  He felt progress is being made.  The size of the 
signs is dictated by the DOT. 
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In their attempts to get improvements on Broadway which include bump outs 
that will be put in, the speed limit was required to be reduced to 35 mph.  They 
and their consultants worked on this for two years.   
 
There being no further comments, upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and 
a second by Deputy Mayor Cosgrove, the time for public comments was 
unanimously closed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Peluso and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Cosgrove, it was unanimously agreed to open the time for public comments. 
 
John Coleman, 11-15 River Road said that Deputy Mayor Trawinski’s history of 
River Road was perfect.  He knew of Don Smartt’s work.  He turned the Borough 
of Cranford business around beautifully as he has done on River Road.  It may 
be slow on Broadway but it is on its way. 
 
He could not believe the amount of the tax increase.  He cannot pass that 
increase on to his tenants because they would move.  The Mayor and Council 
will have to find a way to help the business district.   
 
Manager Metzler said there has been a shift; the value of residential property 
has gone down at a quicker rate than that of commercial and retail. 
 
Mr. Coleman stated the income of his building is not producing the income it 
did three years ago.  The sample is wrong.  There are not that many 
commercial buildings for sale.  Most owners are waiting it out.   
 
Manager Metzler said he wanted everyone to understand that the 
reassessment was done and as a result of that, they were seeing a shift in the 
property values.  It has nothing to do with the budget process but with the 
assessed value.   
 
Mr. Coleman said that no one should raise their taxes or rent in a recession.  
They all want to come out of the recession. 
 
Manager Metzler commented that the budget that was introduced this year 
reflects a decrease of $84,000.  In spite of the fact that they had an increase in 
health care, pension and Police Department salary increases.  Last year the 
Council utilized $1.8 million of capital surplus to offset a tax increase.  That 
surplus is gone.  As they have gone through the budget meetings they would 
recall that the municipal surplus is being depleted much more than he or CFO 
Palermo liked.  They have taken steps to correct that.  As they look into the 2013 
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budget they have identified areas they need to address.  They must maintain a 
surplus.  When this budget is introduced the surplus will be down to $2 million.  
Three years ago it was $10 million.  He believed that they will be generating 
new revenue that will offset the increases in the next year.  The one year spike is 
directly a result of the reassessments that were done.   
 
Sam Simon, 24-00 to 24-04 Broadway, felt the tax bill he received today was 
absurd.  His taxes were up around 50%, running about $7.50 a square foot. His 
rents cannot support what he has to pay in taxes.  His rents are based on fair 
market values.  He felt the assessments were way out of line.   
 
Mr. Simon felt there were ways to get some of these things under control.  He 
expressed concern about employees having lifetime health care benefits and 
pensions that they have not contributed anything to. He suggested sing attrition 
to reduce the workforce. 
 
Mayor Baratta reiterated that they are running Fair Lawn at the bare minimums.  
What they are experiencing has nothing to do with the budget for the Borough. 
 
Manager Metzler added that he made a valid point about reduction of the 
work force due to attrition.  The Borough’s workforce has 29 less employees 
today than they had two years ago.  Manager Metzler assured him that the 
employees are paying a percentage of their health care and they are paying 
more into their pensions.  More importantly, they are putting together a plan 
that will reduce over time.  They are going through a test period using flexible 
hours during the summer months where he anticipates that overtime and comp 
time will be reduced.  Everything Mr. Simon has said has been taken into 
consideration.  He does believe that government is working more efficiently 
now compared to a year ago.  He assured him it will be even more efficient a 
year from now.   
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski commented on retiree health benefits.  Due to the 
foresight of the Council in 1987 and 1988, people who were hired by the 
Borough after that dates, do not receive zero in health benefits when they 
retire. They did have some of the labor union attempt to renegotiate it over the 
last few years but the Council has said no because they recognize what a 
huge savings it is.  Legislation was passed a year and half ago so the 
employees are contributing to their health insurance.  If he wants to give the 
Manager a big tool, talk to Senator Gordon, Assemblywoman Wagner and 
Assemblyman Eustace and ask them to get the Civil Service Reform done.  He 
believed that there are four or five employees that the Manager could lay off 
for which most employees would not complain about and not a single service 
would have to be cut but they cannot do that because of the Civil Service 
rules that are called bumping rules.  It has been stalled in the legislation now 
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since the 2% cap has been in place.  It would be a huge help in reducing the 
cost of government. 
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski said what Mr. Simon was facing had a simple remedy 
which is if he thought Realty Associates did not  look at the income approach 
properly he can file a tax appeal.There are dozens of attorneys that do 
commercial tax appeals on a contingent fee basis.  He found it hard to believe 
that the firm that the Tax Assessor hired did not look at the numbers.  Mr. Simon 
said he knew they didn’t because he had the Assessment in the mail before the 
Income and Expense report was due. 
 
Rajendra Shrestha, 16-37 River Road, questioned the speed limit on River Road 
to Maple Avenue but the problem is even if it 40 mph, people drive like 60 mph.  
At least once or twice a month accidents happen.  He thought a Borough 
representative should go there and look at what is going on. 
 
Manager Metzler stated that he had already passed this information to Traffic 
Safety Officer Franco because this was previously discussed at the Chamber of 
Commerce meeting. 
 
Deputy Mayor Cosgrove stated that his business is located across the street 
from the American Legion and in the past month he has seen three accidents 
there.  People come out of the Shop Rite parking lot making a left and get hit 
by cars driving at excessive speeds.  There have been extractions by the Fire 
Department and Rescue over the last few months. 
 
Mr. Shrestha felt the speed limit should be reduced to 35 mph and which might 
reduce the number of accidents. 
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated he would bring it back to the County’s 
Department of Public Works and ask them to look at the warrants.  They are 
also in discussion for some changes at Maple Avenue and River Road which 
may have some impact on his location as well.  
 
Tom Cusumano, 26-06 Broadway, stated in 2011 he opened a medical office at 
that location.  His taxes have gone up 20%.  His concern was about an alarm 
penalty.  His alarm has gone off several times.  He received a letter saying he 
would be penalized $500.  The problem with the alarm was very erratic.   
 
In regard to the taxes, he added sinks and refurbished the outside of his 
building so he figured that was the 20% increase in his taxes.  When he called 
the Tax Office they told him because he made his building better he had to 
pay more taxes.  He felt they did not want him to bother them.  Mayor Baratta 
apologized for that answer because it was not the proper answer.   
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Mr. Cusumano said the other problem he had was that when he received a 
notice that the Borough was not able to bill him for water usage, he called the 
Water Department who told them they would come and inspect and that his   
taxes were not paid.  They were mailing the tax statements to the old owner.  
So now he has to pay more taxes and cannot turn his alarm on.  In regard to 
the Tax Sale no one even sent a letter to the property address advising them of 
the taxes being delinquent. 
 
Mr. Cusumano said a wire was broken on the water meter.  They were coming 
to look at it and found the wire was severed inside the building.  Instead of 
talking to his Manager about cutting out a piece of the freshly renovated wall 
they did an unsightly job of carving out the wall.  Now he has to call in a stucco 
person to repair what was done. 
 
Mayor Baratta asked the Manager to look into the last issue he spoke about 
and maybe he can look into the alarm issue too. 
 
Manager Metzler asked how far back the alarm situation was going.  Mr. 
Cusumano stated since March 2011.  Manager Metzler stated that for three 
false alarms they issue warnings and then there are gradual fines and not $500 
right off the top.  Mr. Cusumano said it was pretty quickly that he received the 
notice of the $500 fine.  Manager Metzler said he would follow up on his 
complaints.  He has raised some legitimate issues. 
 
There being no further comments, upon motion by Deputy Mayor Cosgrove 
and a second by Deputy Mayor Trawinski the time for public comments was 
unanimously closed. 
 
CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION – CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS HEALTH BENEFITS:  
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Cosgrove, the following closed session resolution was unanimously adopted at 
8:50 p.m. 
 
 WHEREAS; the Open Public Meeting act of the State of New Jersey 
permits the public to be excluded from certain matters to be discussed by the 
Governing Body; and 
 
 WHEREAS; the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fair Lawn desire to 
discuss Contract Negotiations Health Benefits; and 
 
 WHEREAS; these matters are ones which permit the exclusion of the public 
from such discussions; and 
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 WHEREAS; minutes will be taken during this closed session and once the 
need for confidentiality no longer exists the minutes will be available to the 
public. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fair Lawn that the public be excluded since these matters as set 
forth above are ones which permit the exclusion of the public from such 
discussions.  
 
ADJOURNMENT TO CLOSED SESSION: 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Cosgrove and second by Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski the meeting was adjourned to Closed Session at 8:51 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
            
            
      _________________________________________                        
      Joanne M. Kwasniewski, RMC,CMC,MMC   
       Municipal Clerk 
                 
 

The undersigned have read and approve the foregoing minutes.  
 
 

________________________________________           
Mayor Jeanne Baratta 

 
 
                                                         _________________________________                            
Deputy Mayor John Cosgrove                       Councilmember Kurt Peluso 
 
 
               Absent                                 __________________________________  
Councilmember Lisa Swain   Deputy Mayor Trawinski                          


