
WORK SESSION OF JUNE 19, 2012               
 
Mayor Baratta called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Baratta, Deputy Mayors Cosgrove and Trawinski, 
Councilmembers Peluso and Swain. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Acting Manager Metzler, Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski and 
Attorney Mondello. 
 
RECYCLING CENTER INTERN PROGRAM 
 
Doreen Yates, Teacher for the Bridges II Program at Fair Lawn High School was 
present.   
 
Ms. Yates stated that she teaches life skills to cognitively impaired students, ages 
16 – 21, with Autism and Down syndrome.  The students are taught how to go 
into the community and socialize.   
 
The students have worked at Ray’s Pizza and Giovanni’s to obtain a real-life 
work experience in the community.  She wants the students to learn new tasks.   
 
She explained what the students do, including running an in-class restaurant 
called the All Star Café and a laundry service for the High School staff, which 
gives them a hands-on opportunity on how to sort and wash clothes.  They also 
baked cookies for holiday platters which were sold in the school.  They have 
done two music videos. 
 
Manager Metzler asked about insurance coverage for the students.  Ms. Yates 
stated that she will provide a letter certifying that the students have insurance 
coverage.  Manager Metzler stated that the students would be bused to the 
Recycling Center and given job tasks by the Borough employees.  Ms. Yates 
stated that she will be there supervising at all times.  There will be ten students 
and three para-professionals.  The goal is get the students to learn to become 
independent workers.  The students will come to the Recycling Center once a 
week for two hours.   
 
Superintendent Conte explained that they use a front end loader at the center. 
He will bring the truck to the High School ahead of time so the students can see 
the actual equipment involved and eliminate any fears.  Ms. Yates thought that 
would be great.  The parents will be told that the students need to wear heavy 
boots.   
 
Councilmember Peluso stated that as a former teacher of students with Autism, 
he felt Fair Lawn was always ahead of the curve.  He thanked Ms. Yates for 
thinking outside the box.   
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Manager Metzler asked if the students are able to get placed in jobs once they 
graduate from the program.  Ms. Yates stated that many of her past graduates 
are in day programs but she feels confident that her current students will do well.  
She helps the parents look at the different vocational programs who provide job 
coaches to help oversee their work.   
 
Attorney Mondello asked if the insurance coverage included medical coverage 
in addition to liability coverage.  Ms. Yates will look into this and get back to him.   
 
There was consensus to allow the High School students from the Bridges II 
Program to work at the Recycling Center once a week for two hours.   
 
Mayor Baratta thanked Ms. Yates for making them aware of such a wonderful 
program.  She asked her to add the Borough to her email list so that they can all 
receive updates.   
 
RESIDENT SURVEY 
 
Manager Metzler distributed the final version of the survey.  He was still waiting 
for the mailing costs.  If there are any additional changes he will email them to 
the Council.   
 
Councilmember Swain asked if the survey could be posted online.  Manager 
Metzler explained that he wanted it to be scientific poll with one vote per 
property owner.  There will a slightly different version for tenants, which will not 
be scientific since he cannot be certain every tenant receives a mailing.  
Deputy Mayor Cosgrove stated that there was software called Survey Monkey, 
but he didn’t know if that program could prevent someone from voting twice.  
Manager Metzler will look into this.  Mayor Baratta suggested that people enter 
a block and lot number as an identifying factor.  Councilmember Swain felt it 
might increase the response rate if people can complete the survey online.   
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski asked Manager Metzler how he will prevent duplicate 
copies from being circulated and completed.  Manager Metzler explained that 
the survey will be mailed out with the same label they use for tax bills.  The 
surveys will be encoded.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski agreed that residents should 
have the ability to complete the survey online provided they could ensure that 
only one survey per household was completed.  He felt the mailing cost was 
money well spent since they will get a true indication as to what services the 
residents want.   
 
COMMUTER PARKING LOT 
 
Manager Metzler stated that Chief Rose sent a memo comparing the parking 
fees charged at the Borough’s commuter lots and the fees charged by other 
towns. Based upon the cost for an annual resident permit, residents are paying 
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$0.21 per day to park at the Radburn Station.  Increasing the fee to $1.00 per 
day for residents and $4.00 per day for non-residents would generate $200,000 
per year in additional revenue.  If the Council approves, he will obtain an 
estimate to have two kiosks installed at the station.  The parking spaces would 
be numbered.  The commuter would pay at the kiosk, enter the parking space 
number and place the receipt on the dashboard.  The computer downloads a 
list of paid spaces, so if a Police officer sees a car in an unpaid space a ticket 
can be issued.      
 
They are selling more permits than they have parking spaces.  The proposed 
plan would provide an opportunity for the occasional commuter to get a 
space.  A kiosk could also be placed at the Route 208 lot, which Superintendent 
Conte has suggested be milled and striped even though they would lose some 
spaces.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated that he spoke to the Mayor of Nutley, 
who was very happy with the arrangement and also uses it for the town’s 
business parking, which is something they could discuss with the RRIC and BIC.   
 
Mayor Baratta asked if this increase fell under the State’s list of allowable fee 
increases.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski thought the proposal may fall within the 
meaning of the bill. He suggested Attorney Mondello review this.  
Councilmember Swain agreed; the bill might be open to other interpretations.  
Manager Metzler felt they could justify increasing parking fees by figuring in the 
cost of snow removal and maintenance.  Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski stated 
that they would need permission from NJ Transit for a rate increase.  Manager 
Metzler explained that if the plan proceeds, they would add the expenses to the 
2013 Capital budget and implement the plan in 2014. 
 
There was consensus authorizing Manager Metzler to obtain costs on having 
kiosks installed at the commuter lots and discuss the plan with NJ Transit.     
 
FLEXIBLE HOURS – SEWER AND RECYCLING CENTER DEPARTMENTS 
 
Manager Metzler stated that since they eliminated sewer rodding they no 
longer have employees working on weekends.  When debris builds up on the 
grates it causes sewer odors and employees must come in on overtime to clean 
it.  Superintendent Conte developed a schedule that will have employees 
working weekends as part of their regular work week rotation.  There will be no 
overtime.   
 
He would like to close the Recycling Center on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays.  Although there would very little savings, it would allow the Center 
employees to be out on the road assisting with recycling collection.  The Center 
would be open on Saturdays and Sundays, their two busiest days, for eight hours 
each day instead of four.  There is a safety policy that if an employee has to go 
into a wet well on a sewer call, another employee must be present.  If someone 
in the sewer department is out sick, Superintendent Conte can have a 
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Recycling employee leave to assist in the wet well inspection, thereby 
eliminating the overtime expense of calling someone in.   
 
Weekend employees will no longer have to work both Saturday and Sunday.   
Some employees may work Friday and Saturday and others may work Sunday 
and Monday.  He reiterated that the goal is to take some of the money 
budgeted for overtime and move it into the salary category, so they have 
something to work with when they begin negotiations.   
 
Mayor Baratta asked if they knew the amount of possible savings.  
Superintendent Conte stated that he did not calculate it.  Recently the Sewer 
Department accumulated 21 hours of overtime because of street stoppages 
and pump station problems. With a crew working weekends the overtime will be 
eliminated.   He set up a schedule with two senior men and two lower men in 
the Sewer Department so there is always someone there with more technical 
experience.  Three employees will be working the weekend shifts on a rotating 
basis.  He felt the schedule will work out well and save money.    
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski asked if Recycling employees will be trained to assist 
with wet well inspections.   Superintendent Conte confirmed that they would.  
Deputy Mayor Trawinski asked when Borough employees received their last 
salary increase.  Manager Metzler stated that the employees have been 
working without a contract for three years.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski asked what 
will happen if a Recycling employee calls in sick.  Superintendent Conte 
explained that he has overlapped the shifts so there will be enough coverage.   
 
Superintendent Conte discussed the general Recycling pick up schedule, which 
can be busy the day after a holiday.  The employees get very busy with yard 
waste pick up and he would rather see extra men on the road instead of being 
at the Center.  He acknowledged there might be some problems with illegal 
dumping when the Center is closed, so he plans to block the entrance and put 
barricades across the road.  Anyone caught will be charged will illegal 
dumping.  He and Manager Metzler discussed having cameras at the Center for 
surveillance.   
 
Currently the Recycling Center is open 48 hours; under the proposed schedule 
they will be open 36 hours.  However, they are affording residents more hours in 
on a Saturday or Sunday when the center will be open 9.5 hours each day.  
Councilmember Swain stated that many of her neighbors thought this was a 
good idea; however she wondered how the employees feel.  Superintendent 
Conte stated that he heard comments from two employees who thought they 
would have to work every weekend.  They were fine after he explained the 
schedule.  Councilmember Swain stated that she would like to see an analysis of 
what the services with overtime are costing now compared to the new 
schedule.  Superintendent Conte stated that the overtime was in the Sewer 
Department, not Recycling.  
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Councilmember Peluso asked if there will be two employees on the Recycling 
trucks under the new schedule.  Superintendent Conte stated that the proposed 
plan will allow him to have up to three employees on the truck.  He needs 
someone during the week to clean and man the center, although not 
necessarily the same individual.  Councilmember Peluso asked if having more 
people on the truck would lessen injuries among Recycling employees. 
Superintendent Conte felt that it would.   
 
Manager Metzler assured that Council that there will be constant monitoring as 
they move forward with flexible hours.  The form used by Municipal Building 
employees has been changed to record what overtime and comp time has 
been generated and the reason.  There will be no incentive to make up 
numbers because once contracts are settled using this formula there will be no 
turning back.   
 
Councilmember Swain stressed the importance of properly notifying everyone 
about the schedule changes.  Mayor Baratta suggested doing an automated 
call explaining the changes both at the Recycling Center and Municipal 
Building.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski suggested leaving flyers at the Library, Senior 
Center, website and the other usual places.   
 
There was consensus to authorize a temporary flexible work schedule for the 
Sewer Department and Recycling Center, closing the Recycling Center on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays and opening full days on Saturdays and 
Sundays.   
 
REVIEW OF TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 
Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski stated that she is adding a Resolution for 
Confirmation of Fireboard Actions.   
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski felt the resolution on the Budget Amendment should be 
placed on the agenda before the Budget Hearing.  He asked if the amendment 
was substantial enough to necessitate a hearing or could it be done at the 
same time.  Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski stated that CFO Palermo has said that 
the amendment was substantial.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated that his 
understanding was that substantiality under the Division of Local Government 
Rules was 5%.  Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski explained that there were three 
different percentages depending on what it pertained to.  Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski suggested that Attorney Mondello speak with CFO Palermo and Tom 
Neff at the Division of Local Government to confirm that a hearing was 
necessary.  He reiterated his request to change the sequence of the agenda.      
 
He questioned if the refund of overpayment of taxes was the result of tax 
appeal settlements or the Property Tax Deduction Income Audit they received 
from the State.  Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski explained that the refunds were the 
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result of duplicate payments, redemption of a tax certificate and Tax Court 
judgments.    Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated he would like to discuss the status of 
the State-wide audit at the next Work Session.   
 
COUNCIL LIAISON REPORTS 
 
Councilmember Swain asked if there was any action taken regarding the Lunch 
Program at the Senior Center.  Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski stated that she sent 
a letter to Governor Christie following the last meeting.   
 
Councilmember Swain stated that Ms. Yates attended the last ADA Committee 
meeting to discuss the Bridges 11 program initiatives.   
 
The Committee was happy to learn that they are going to be one of the 
recipients of the Chamber of Commerce’s Annual Golf Outing.  The Luau dance 
was successful.   
 
Councilmember Swain stated that there were eight visually impaired residents, 
some with color blindness, living in the vicinity of 34th street.  They would like to 
have an audible, beeping traffic light installed.  The Committee has reached 
out to Senator Gordon and Assemblywoman Wagner for help in attaining the 
light. 
 
The Teen Movie Night has been postponed because the Committee is still 
waiting for the State’s approval for the dedicated account. 
 
A Committee member registered concern that disabled people who come to 
the Tax Department for help with a specific tax form were being told to come 
back in a week.  Mayor Baratta stated that this was not acceptable.   Manager 
Metzler stated that the Tax Department will no longer turn anyone away.  
People will wait their turn until someone can assist them.  There is a bench for 
residents to use while they wait.   
 
Councilmember Swain stated that the Committee would like to raise funds for 
an ADA playground, but the issue is where the funds would go.  Manager 
Metzler explained that donations being deposited into a Borough account are 
not tax deductible.  The Committee could avoid the fees involved with a 
501(c)3 Committee by having the participants of ADA events become involved 
with a program such as the Boy Scouts.  He felt this was worth exploring as it will 
avoid the restrictions associated with a Borough account.  In the meantime, a 
request has been made to the State to allow the ADA Committee to have a 
Borough account. Deputy Mayor Cosgrove stressed that the Committee will not 
get large donations unless a tax deduction is allowed.   
 
Councilmember Swain explained that the Committee was primarily concerned 
about collecting a small fee at their events to cover the cost of refreshments.   
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Manager Metzler explained that deposits would have to be made within 48 
hours; they could not hold the funds until the next event.  Deputy Mayor 
Cosgrove stated that Sunshine Rotary was already working with the Committee. 
He will ask at the next meeting about sponsoring the ADA Committee.   
 
Councilmember Swain stated that the Committee inquired about possibly 
having an exercise program at the Community Center for individuals with 
special needs.   
 
She reported that the Knights of Pythias will be holding a Circus on June 24th for 
guests with special needs.   
 
She and Manager Metzler attended the RRIC meeting and one of the items they 
discussed was graffiti on the Empress Diner.  She mentioned the “Dancing in the 
Street” event and initially there wasn’t a great deal of support for doing such an 
event on River Road.  Although she later received an email stating they would 
support the event, she has decided to hold the event in Radburn since the RRIC 
indicated they did not have a large nighttime crowd on River Road.     
 
Councilmember Swain concluded by stating that Manager Metzler invited her 
to a meeting regarding solar panels, which she found to be very interesting. If 
anyone would like more information they can contact her.    
 
Councilmember Peluso stated that the Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention 
provided some funding for Project Graduation, which is a great event that helps 
ensure students are having a good time and not using illegal substances.   
 
He commended the Garden Committee, who has been planting and weeding 
throughout the town.  Mayor Baratta noted that the Farmers’ Market begins 
tomorrow.   Councilmember Swain stated that they usually put up the traffic sign 
that says “Farmers’ Market”, but she did not see it.  Mayor Baratta explained 
that the sign was not always available.  Manager Metzler stated that there were 
signs up in Radburn and at the Route 208 overpass.  He will make sure Jim Van 
Kruiningen sends out flyers and emails.   
 
Deputy Mayor Cosgrove stated that he attended the Environmental 
Commission meeting for Mayor Baratta.  Wendy Dabney, Chair of the 
Environmental Commission, has asked the EPA to hold a meeting regarding the 
Westmoreland Well Fields, similar to the one they had for the Topps site.     
 
The Commission wants to have further discussion on the Environmental Impact 
Statement in the ordinance.  They want the flip chart showing all the 
contaminated sites at all Planning and Zoning Board meetings so that residents 
can see if they the contaminated zones.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated he 
would like to discuss this further when they get to that agenda item.   
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Deputy Mayor Cosgrove stated that the Opportunity Center had asked that the 
Borough reinstate the $500 that was cut from their budget.  However, he met 
with the Cosmo Club Ladies Auxiliary, who agreed to donate $600 to the 
Center.   
 
He concluded by reporting that the Fire Department held its 100th Anniversary 
picnic on Saturday.  He commended the Fire Department for a tremendous 
effort.  It was a very nice event.  He thanked everyone for their support.   
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated that he attended the Open Space meeting last 
night.  The Committee supported the Council’s decision to move forward with 
the preliminary analysis of the Ali property, which is next to the Naugle House, to 
prevent the loss of their remaining grant funds.    
 
The closing on the Blue Hill property is imminent.  They have received verbal 
clearance from Green Acres on the environmental portion but they still need the 
written confirmation.  The Committee discussed having a ribbon cutting and 
inviting the neighbors to get their views as to what should be done with the 
property.   
 
The Committee would like the Council to authorize the Borough Attorney to see 
if the Vander Plaat heirs are willing to sell that property.  Deputy Mayor Cosgrove 
asked what the Committee wanted to do with the property if it is purchased.  
Deputy Mayor Trawinski explained that the historic preservation architect would 
make recommendations but it is ultimately the Council’s decision.  He used the 
Rutgers Graduate School Program to develop options for the County for the 
Oradell Water Works site.  Rutgers donates their time to other projects in return 
for credit.  He asked that this be placed on a future agenda for discussion as this 
might be something that could be utilized in Fair Lawn.   
 
The Open Space Committee will be keeping the July and August meeting dates 
in the event something transpires with Blue Hill.  The September meeting will be 
moved to the first Monday in October because of a Jewish holiday.  They will 
also keep the regular October meeting date because by then they will have 
closed on the Blue Hill property.    
 
He attended the BIC meeting on June 14th.  They were very appreciative of the 
Planning Board and Council’s recommendations regarding the zoning changes 
in the Master Plan.  They understood there was still work to do regarding signage 
and pylon signs.  They were appreciative that restaurants with 26 – 35 seats 
would not have to meet the established parking requirements on site, while at 
the same time having a sunset of five years so that it could be revisited to see if it 
achieved the desired results.   
 
The BIC will be coordinating with the Borough on the third grant application for 
the bump outs on Broadway.  They are reaching out to Elmwood Park’s officials 
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to try to ask if they will join in on some of the requests for Broadway.  Some 
Elmwood Park Councilmembers are interested in speaking about the common 
area parking ordinance that Fair Lawn has for River Road, with respect to the 
Kmart parking lot.   
 
He gave paperwork from the BIC meeting to Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski, who 
will scan it and distribute to the Council.   
 
He concluded by stating that Governor Christie will be holding a Town Hall 
meeting on June 27th at 11:00 a.m. at Ramapo Ridge Middle School, Mahwah.  
Interested individuals must register as attendance is limited.   
 
Mayor Baratta stated that Property Maintenance Committee met last week.  
The Borough currently cuts the grass at 20 -25 residences that are either 
abandoned or empty.  The fee for the Borough to cut the grass is charged 
through the taxes.   
 
Recycling held a Clean Communities event on May 1st which was well 
attended.  The next clean up is scheduled for September 8th.  Participants must 
register in advance.  Recycling Coordinator Lottermann does a nice job.  This is 
a great way for a student to earn community service.  
 
BOROUGH’S INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 
Deputy Mayor Cosgrove thought that the Council should review the 
architecture of the Municipal Building.  He knows that Finance recently installed 
a new Accounting System, but he wanted to know if they were outsourcing or 
thinking about outsourcing any programs.  He would like to see a chart that 
shows where everything goes so that they can talk about increasing productivity 
through technology.   Manager Metzler suggested having Aton, the Borough’s IT 
Contractor, give a presentation.  They are now on a central server which is 
regularly backed up.  Purchase orders and requisitions are now done online.  
Deputy Mayor Cosgrove stated that the best way to increase productivity was 
through technology.   
 
REFORMING OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORP. 
 
Deputy Mayor Cosgrove did not think that a town their size should be without an 
Economic Development Corporation.  He would like to have a meeting with 
some of the former members, such as Stu Herrmann, to see if it could be 
reestablished.  Everyone knows it is difficult to attract high end companies, but 
they need to be in that game so that Fair Lawn can maintain their ratables and 
industrial parks.  He would like to build a program and put this in place for 2013. 
 
There was consensus to revisit the re-establishment of the Economic 
Development Corporation.     
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NORTH JERSEY MASTERS TRACK & FIELD CLUB’S PROPOSAL 
 
Councilmember Peluso stated that the North Jersey Masters Track and Field 
Club, a non-profit organization, would like to pay a monthly fee to use the 
Naugle House for their meetings.  The organization likes to do a lot of charity 
work.  He would like to invite Andrew Coyle to a future work session so that they 
could come up with a plan to utilize the house for a meeting site.  The Club has 
30 to 40 members that could help with the clean up.  They run on the bike path 
in Dunkerhook on a regular basis, so the Naugle House would be an ideal 
location.   
 
Mayor Baratta stated that it will be a long time before the house is cleaned up 
and structurally safe.  She asked if the Club was looking for an immediate place.  
Deputy Mayor Cosgrove suggested they use the Community Center as an 
alternate location until the house is ready.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated that 
Rutherford did something similar when they rehabilitated a historic boat club 
and then brought in crews to utilize it.  Councilmember Peluso stated that he is 
familiar with the Boat Club through work.  The upkeep is top notch and the 
facility is well cared for.  Councilmember Swain stated that they could rent the 
Naugle House out to North Jersey Masters and another organization.   
 
Mayor Baratta asked Councilmember Peluso to invite the club’s representative 
to a Work Session.  She thought that the club members might want to attend a 
Historic Preservation meeting if they are going to help out.  Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski suggested inviting the Historic Preservation Commission to the meeting 
as well.   
 
There was consensus to invite representatives from the North Jersey Masters 
Track & Field Club to a future meeting. 
 
WESTMORELAND WELL FIELD AREA 
 
Mayor Baratta stated that the Environmental Commission was looking for an 
informational session similar to what was held regarding the Topps site.  The 
company that did the presentation gave top notch information.  Deputy Mayor 
Cosgrove explained that Ms. Dabney asked the EPA manager to contact the 
clean up company. Mayor Baratta stated that EPA representatives will also 
attend the meeting to provide information for residents.  Some residents have 
not been able to obtain any information, although it is all public.  Other residents 
wanted to have indoor air testing but did not know how to go about it.  The EPA 
suggested having this meeting.  Councilmember Swain stated that the meeting 
was a good idea because the residents were entitled to that information.   
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski expressed concern.  He represented a homeowner 
whose house was not in the DuPont plume area, yet was unable to sell his home 
because of the public hearings that were held in Pompton Lakes.   While they 
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do their best to point out that the entire municipality is not affected, they may 
be impacting other homeowners or areas of town by doing this.  Residents are 
absolutely entitled to the information.  Instead of having a public hearing, he 
suggested that all property owners on the list be contacted by Health Officer 
Wagner and advised that the Borough will help them in obtaining any 
requested information.  Mayor Baratta clarified that they wanted to have public 
information sessions, not hearings.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated that the public 
information sessions in Pompton Lakes tainted the entire community and he did 
not want to see that happen to a section of Fair Lawn where there is no 
significant environmental issue.   
 
Mayor Baratta reiterated that they would be asking the remediation company 
for an informational session similar to what they did regarding the Topps site.    
Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated that in retrospect, he did not think holding an 
informational session on Topps was the right thing to do.  This is not an attempt to 
withhold public information from property owners.  Rather he was concerned 
about the media accurately reporting the problem areas.  Councilmember 
Swain felt that the residents left the Topps informational session satisfied.   
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated that if they don’t do it as a Borough sponsored 
event and it is done by the private remediation company, it will not be subject 
to the Open Public Meetings Act.  They can exclude the press and media if they 
desire.  If they do it as a Borough event, as well they should, they must be totally 
transparent.  Mayor Baratta stated that Mulholland sponsored the Topps 
informational session; the Borough did not set up the meetings.  He stressed that 
did not want to do this as a public meeting under the guise of the Fair Lawn 
Environmental Commission.  The meeting should be scheduled by the private 
consultant.  Councilmember Swain reiterated that what they had in mind was 
the format of the Topp’s meeting.  The remediation company could use the 
Community Center and handle the scheduling.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski 
supported that idea.   
 
There was consensus to allow the remediation company to use the Community 
Center to hold an informational session regarding the Westmoreland Well Fields. 
 
Manager Metzler will notify them.   
 
SALE OF PROPERTY 
 
Dube – Attorney Mondello stated that he spoke with Issaic Ben-Aarosh, who was 
interested in purchasing the Dube property if he could build another house.  
Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated that he would never support that.  The whole 
idea was to remove this home to eliminate the flooding.   
 
Heights Avenue – Attorney Mondello spoke with Zina Zaikina who would like to 
purchase the Heights Avenue Property if Council would allow her to build a four-
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family home.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated that the property could be sold to 
her without any contingencies.  She has the right to apply to the Zoning Board 
for a variance like any other homeowner.  Attorney Mondello stated that he 
explained that to Ms. Zaikina but she was not interested in going that route. 
 
There was consensus not to sell either the Dube or Heights Avenue properties to 
these requestors. 
 
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY 
 
Manager Metzler proposed that they keep some crossing guards throughout the 
summer months to be deployed throughout the Borough to call attention to the 
crosswalk.  The Police will simultaneously heighten their enforcement.  Pedestrian 
who do not cross at the crosswalk will receive notice that they are in violation of 
the law the same as a motorist who does not stop at the crosswalk.   
 
He discussed this matter with Traffic Safety Officer Franco.  Police officers will be 
present at some of the intersections to hand out information about the cycle of 
the traffic signal.  They have identified some of the dangerous intersection such 
as Maple Avenue and Henderson Blvd, River Road and Fair Lawn Avenue, 
Radburn Road and Fair Lawn Avenue and Abbott Road and Fair Lawn Avenue.  
He reiterated that the main purpose of using the crossing guards is to increase 
pedestrian-driver awareness at those intersections.  While on duty, the crossing 
guards will assist people with crossing.  He noted that they currently pay 60% of 
the crossing guards’ salary in unemployment during the summer months.  This 
plan will cost $11,600 for summer coverage.   
 
Councilmember Swain stated that she was almost hit by a car while crossing in 
the middle of the crosswalk.  She wished there was a way to educate the public 
that they must look in all directions when they come to a stop sign.  Manager 
Metzler felt this was a viable, low cost way to bring about public awareness.   
 
There was consensus to utilize crossing guards during the summer at select 
crosswalks in town to increase pedestrian and motorist awareness.   
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated the Morristown Police ticketed pedestrians who 
crossed in the middle of the road and effectively stopped it.  The next year the 
Police targeted the vehicles that didn’t stop for pedestrians in the crosswalk. 
 
Mayor Baratta inquired if Manager Metzler had obtained any information about 
the buses that were stopping on Route 208.  Manager Metzler stated that he will 
follow up.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski suggested that Manager Metzler call John 
Lowie, the Constituent Relations representative for DOT. 
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GRANT AGREEMENTS WITH BERGEN COUNTY 
 
Manager Metzler explained that ADA Cooperative Engineering Design and ADA 
Cooperative Curb Ramp Construction were resolutions required for the ADA 
curb cuts, which were part of the County grant program.  The curb cuts are 
done in conjunction with the road resurfacing program.   
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski clarified that these were grants being offered County-
wide and were not awarded by him or anyone under his direction.  He did not 
believe he had to recuse himself as there was no conflict.  Attorney Mondello 
confirmed that there was no conflict. 
 
There was consensus to approve a resolution for the ADA Cooperative 
Engineering Design and ADA Cooperative Curb Ramp Construction. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Catherine Aliotta, 23-05 High Street, Apt. B stated that pedestrian traffic safety 
was also an issue at Fair Lawn Avenue and Plaza Road.  She expressed concern 
about the various groups fundraising in the street.  She felt strongly that it was 
unsafe and intrusive. 
 
Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski stated that Manager Metzler has asked if they 
could go into Closed Session to discuss Anticipated Litigation – Harassment of 
Borough Employee and Personnel – HIPA.  Attorney Mondello has asked to add 
Pending Litigation – Brookdale Park. 
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski announced that the County OEM has declared a heat 
alert for June 20th and 21st.  Mayor Baratta stated that a notice was already sent 
out about the cooling centers.   
 
Deputy Mayor Trawinski announced that there will be a Bark in the Park event 
on Saturday, July 14th.  Mayor Baratta stated that she will send an event flyer, 
which can be posted.   
 
CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION  
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Swain and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski, the following closed session resolution was unanimously adopted at              
9:25 p.m. 
 
 WHEREAS; the Open Public Meeting act of the State of New Jersey permits 
the public to be excluded from certain matters to be discussed by the 
Governing Body; and 
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 WHEREAS; the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fair Lawn desire to 
discuss Anticipated Litigation – Harassment of Borough Employee; Personnel – 
HIPA and Pending Litigation – Brookdale Park. 
 
 WHEREAS; these matters are ones which permit the exclusion of the public 
from such discussions; and 
 
 WHEREAS; minutes will be taken during this closed session and once the 
need for confidentiality no longer exists the minutes will be available to the 
public. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Fair Lawn that the public be excluded since these matters as set 
forth above are ones which permit the exclusion of the public from such 
discussions.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Peluso and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Trawinski, the Work Session was adjourned at 9:35 p.m. 

             
     Respectfully submitted, 

             
      ________________________________________                          
      Joanne M. Kwasniewski, RMC/CMC/MMC  
      Municipal Clerk       
                

The undersigned have read and approve the foregoing minutes.  
 
 

__________________________ 
Mayor Jeanne Baratta 

 
                                                        ____________________________  
Deputy Mayor John Cosgrove   Councilman Kurt Peluso   

     
                                                            ______________________________   
Councilwoman Lisa Swain   Deputy Mayor Ed Trawinski   
 
 
 


