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Regular Meeting
April 9, 2013


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1REGULAR MEETING OF APRIL 9, 2013
Mayor Cosgrove called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, annual notice of all meetings of the Borough of Fair Lawn was published in “The Record” issue of December 14, 2012.  Notices were also posted on the bulletin board located on the first floor of the Municipal Building; copies were mailed to The Community News and posted on the Borough of Fair Lawn website.  The annual notice identified the meeting location and the time of Council Meetings and Work Sessions.
PRESENT: Mayor Cosgrove, Deputy Mayors Baratta and Trawinski, Councilmembers Peluso and Swain.

ALSO PRESENT:  Manager Metzler, Municipal Clerk Kwasniewski, Assistant Municipal Clerk Bojanowski and Attorney Mondello.
PROCLAMATIONS:
LIMB LOSS AWARENESS MONTH




DAYS OF REMEMBERENCE

Mayor Cosgrove acknowledged Jack O'Neil, Karen Peterson and Cynthia Macaluso who were present in regard to Limb Loss Awareness Month.

Jack O'Neill thanked the Mayor and Council for their continued support.
COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Councilmember Peluso stated that he and Mayor Cosgrove had attended the All Sports parade.  He thanked everyone for coming out and participating. 
Earlier in the day, he saw an Ambulance responding to a person that needed help. It was great to witness what the emergency responders do. He thanked all of them for the work they do.
Councilmember Swain thanked the Council for presenting the two proclamations.  In regard to the Days of Remembrance, she felt it was a reminder every year that there are people that they have to remember.  She mentioned the survivors from the Holocaust who are quickly disappearing.  She hoped that this proclamation was read every year so that the people who come after will always remember what happened.

Councilmember Swain thanked the representatives present for the proclamation on Limb Loss Awareness because it was so important to remember that everyone is able in different ways and everyone should respect their abilities.

Councilmember Swain congratulated the High School Swim Team for an amazing season.  
The ADA held a Teen Dance at the Community Center.  Even though it was their first dance, she considered it a success.  It was a wonderful event for them to dance and listen to music.  She thanked the students from the High School and St. Anne's for helping.  

On Saturday, Emil DeLuccia, will be building a raised garden for the members of the Opportunity Center.  If anyone is interested in helping they will be there at 8:30 a.m.  The rain date is Saturday, April 20.  She mentioned that the Knights of Columbus and St. Anne's have done fundraising for this raised garden.  The Bridges Class at Memorial School did a bake sale and raised $508.00 which will be used for benches in this garden.
As part of the one pound initiative, the Green Team will be launching the Healthy Eating program which is a six week program beginning April 30 through June 4.  They need four more people to register.  Valley Hospital is going to be sponsoring this event.
On April 24th at 7:30 p.m., the Green Team will be sponsoring a composting workshop at the Community Center.  

Councilmember Swain mentioned that the Green Team will be holding a benefit 3k walk on Sunday, June 9th starting at Memorial Pool.  She invited everyone to come out for a walk.  Councilmember Swain also mention that the Green Team will be having their "Going Green Awards" where they acknowledge individuals and businesses that were doing their part to make Fair Lawn a more sustainable community.
Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated at the Planning Board meeting they swore in a new member, Oliver Wilhelm.  They also discussed the request of the Council concerning rezoning the Naugle House property back to park land.  Anything that is zoned parkland is zoned R-1-1.  The Planning Board recommended that the Council proceed with the rezoning.  The Planning Board also decided to turn that request over to the Master Plan Committee together with all the other areas of park land and open space and particularly those the Borough has acquired through Green Acres funding that can be zoned as park land.  They received an update plan from the Master Plan sub-committee which is working on the goals and objects of the Master Plan and the recycling plan element and looking at coordinating the Recycling ordinance into the land use plan to make sure that there is a cross fit between the two. They are also looking at the Historic Preservation Plan element because there was an extensive amount of information received from the Historic Preservation Committee. 
The Planning Board also memorialized the two Landmark resolutions.  In the course of that memorialization, it came out that shrubbery and vegetation on the east side of Plaza Road between Ramapo Terrace and Berdan Avenue has not yet been cleared. Manager Metzler explained that they have trimmed the brush back.  If they remove all the shrubs in order to achieve the site line, there will be no natural barrier between the backyards and Plaza Road.  Deputy Mayor Trawinski suggested that someone from either Engineering or Parks come to the next Planning Board meeting to see if the concerns of the board are addressed because in order to achieve adequate site line that needs to be achieved by the developer that area needs to be pretty much cleared out.  One of the residents that is impacted by this appeared at the Planning Board meeting and was concerned about the impact on his property.  It was the recommendation of both engineers in order to achieve those site lines that the area be cleared. He had asked the Planning Board to put this on their agenda for discussion.
The Planning Board heard a new matter regarding the property on Maple Avenue adjacent to the Acorn properties.  Two residents came in with photographs shwing that the Acorn properties have real appearance issues.  There is an issue of storage of tires and a tractor trailer located on the property.  He asked the Manager to have the appropriate officials and Property Maintenance officer take a look at that property.

There were other photographs submitted showing substantial commercial vehicles two of which were landscaper's vehicles which were not licensed for that property.  The purported uses are medical and IT.  
Deputy Mayor Baratta thanked the invited guests that came this evening.  She felt they were very lucky to have the education system they have so that the children learn about the Holocaust.  It amazed her that so many people are in denial.  They should make sure they read this every year.
Last Wednesday the Environmental Commission meeting had a terrific presentation about the Passaic River and some updates on the remediation that will be going on.  There is a lot going on with the companies that are responsible for some of the contaminants that they have in the river.  The DEP is allowing dredging and some capping.  They noticed that they are seeing a lot more fish along the walk and a lot more wild life.

Fair Lawn has a new website.  Kudos to the Manager and the staff for putting together a new website for everyone to use.  On April 20th Fair Lawn Recycling will be holding a cleanup day.  For those kids scrambling to get community service time this would be the event for them.  Anyone interested can call the Recycling Center for further information. 

Mayor Cosgrove spoke about visiting Radburn School, his old Alma matter.  It was great to speak to the kids.  The kids asked him several questions some of which were funny.  Last Sunday he attended a benefit for Patrick McGowan who had a lung transplant.  He spoke with his son who said he was doing well.  He thanked the Sunrise Rotary and Fran Ingratti who chaired the event with Rome DeBellis.

He attended the Fair Lawn All Sports opening day where is it was a little chilly.  The kids were great.  He thanked the Coaches who dedicate so many hours to the young people here.
On Thursday there will be a Rotary meet and greet at Fire Co. 4 between 5:30 and 7:00 p.m.  It is a wine and cheese party and anyone interested in joining Rotary should stop by.

He was at the teen dance with Councilmember Swain.  He thanked all of the young people from FLHS, one of them saw a person dancing with special needs at the far end of the dance floor, and he went back there and got him to join the other teen agers that were there.

Today there was a working kitchen fire.  The fire was extinguished and no one was hurt.

On May 10th, the Rotary will be hosting a Service above Self event honoring Columbia Bank, John Hoistma who is a 55 year member of the fire department and Doreen Yates who runs the Bridges Program at the High School.  It will be held at the Knights of Columbus from 7:00 to 11:00 p.m.
Manager Metzler reminded everyone that next week will be the 10th Anniversary of the passing of Police Officer Mary Ann Collura.  There will be a service at 5:00 p.m. in front of the Municipal Building.  Ten years ago, they as a community, made promises to support her family and they would support the Police Department.  He invited everyone to come and stand with the Collura family and members of the Police Department and to walk with them to the Van Riper Ellis Church for a ceremony where that tragedy took place.  It will be acknowledgment of sacrifice and a celebration of Mary Ann's life.
Manager Metzler acknowledged the new website.  He said that his Assistant Jim VanKruiningen put in many hours on this project with a lot of department heads to make sure that the site was successful.  There have been major changes.  Over forty permits are available on lines now which were not available before.  He urged all residents to go to the website where they will see a key where they can fill in a notification sign up.  
On the home page of the website, there is a request for service form which will allow the residents to put in a request for service online, if the Department Head does not get back to them in a specified period of time, it automatically gets kicked back to administration to follow up on and find out why they did not receive a return call.  A number of residents have already used it with good response from the Department Heads.  He encouraged everyone to use the website which is a good place to go to read about the particulars about the memorial service.
ORDINANCES ON FIRST READING:

Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Baratta and a second by Councilmember Swain, it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title.  
ORDINANCE NO. 2266-2013

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF EXISTING FULL TIME BLUE AND WHITE BARGAINING UNIT EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY AS AMENDED
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Councilmember Peluso, Resolution No. 139-2013 introducing Ordinance No. 2266-2013 was unanimously passed.  
Upon motion by Councilmember Swain and a second by Deputy Mayor Trawinski, it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title.
  ORDINANCE NO. 2267-2013

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF NEW FULL TIME BLUE AND WHITE BARGAINING UNIT EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY AS AMENDED
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Deputy Mayor Baratta, Resolution No. 140-2013 introducing Ordinance No. 2267-2013 was unanimously passed.  
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Baratta and a second by Councilmember Swain, it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title.
ORDINANCE NO. 2268-2013

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF EXISTING FULL TIME DEPARTMENT HEAD EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY AS AMENDED
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Deputy Mayor Baratta, Resolution No. 141-2013 introducing Ordinance No. 2268-2013 was discussed.
Councilmember Peluso stated that he would be voting against this ordinance because there are two years back to back with 2% raises.  He felt back to back increases of 2% would be too much of a burden for the Borough.
There being no further discussion, Resolution No. 141-2013 introducing Ordinance No. 2268-2013 was passed with Councilmember Peluso dissenting.  
Upon motion by Councilmember Peluso and a second by Deputy Mayor Baratta, it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title.
ORDINANCE NO. 2269-2013

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF NEW FULL TIME DEPARTMENT HEAD EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY AS AMENDED

Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Deputy Mayor Baratta, Resolution No. 142-2013 introducing Ordinance No. 2269-2013 was discussed.
Deputy Mayor Trawinski stated that introducing Ordinances 2267-2013 and 2269-2013, is a positive step for the Council's that come long after them.  These two ordinances as a result of the skillful labor negotiations of the Borough Manager, establish a 10% reduction in salaries for all employees hired after March 11, 2013.  He felt this was analogous to what the Council did in 1987/1988 when they adopted the ordinance that said employees hired after that specific date, would no longer receive retirement benefits paid for by the taxpayers.  He has said many times that for government to succeed in the future, and for government to be affordable to people in the future, government has to change the way that it does business.  This was a significant step in the way this government will do business in the future.  He complimented the Manager and his colleagues on the Council for supporting these two ordinances.
There being no further discussion, Resolution No. 142-2013 introducing Ordinance No. 2269-2013 was unanimously passed.

Upon motion by Councilmember Peluso and a second by Deputy Mayor Trawinski, it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title.
ORDINANCE NO. 2270-2013

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN, 2000 BY AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 94, ARTICLE VI, SECTION 160-6C TO REVISE FEES 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Baratta and a second by Councilmember Swain, Resolution No. 143-2013 introducing Ordinance No. 2270-2013 was unanimously passed.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS ONLY
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Baratta and a second by Councilmember Swain, the time for public comments on Agenda items only was opened.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1There being no comments from the public, upon motion by Councilmember Swain and a second by Deputy Mayor Trawinski, the time for public comments was unanimously closed.

RESOLUTIONS BY CONSENT #9-2013
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Councilmember Swain, Consent Agenda #9-2013 containing the following items was unanimously passed with the removal of Resolution No. 149-2013.


a.
Resol. #144-2013 – Approval of Minutes:







    
Work Session 2/26/13







    
Closed Session 2/26/13







    
Regular Meeting 3/5/13







    
Closed Session 3/5/13



b.
Resol. #145-2013 – Refund of Overpayment of Taxes



c.
Resol. #146-2013 - Authorizing Issuance of Massagist License:  






Ketevan Leluashvili



d.
Resol. #147-2013 – Interlocal Agreement with Elmwood Park:







For the use of the Fair Lawn Training Center 





and the Elmwood Park Gear Laundry 






System 


e.
Resol. #148-2013 -
Removed



f.
Resol. #149-2013 -
Authorizing Tax Appeal Settlement - Valley 






National Bank, 31-00 Broadway

 
g.
Resol. #150-2013 -
Authorizing Tax Appeal Settlement - Fair 





Lawn Medical Arts Building, 19-21 Fair Lawn 




Avenue



h.
Resol. #151-2013-
Authorizing Tax Appeal Settlement - Fair 





Lawn 22-08, LLC, 22-08 Route 208



i.
Resol. #152-2013 -
Supporting the Delaying of Draining Three 





(3) Reservoirs on Garret Mountain



j.
Resol. #153-2013 -
Interlocal Agreement with Northwest 





Bergen County Utilities Authority for TV 





Inspection of the Sanitary Sewer System for 





2013 and 2014 



k.
Resol. #154-2013 -
Interlocal Agreement with Northwest 





Bergen County Utilities Authority for 






Sanitary Sewer Jetting for 2013 and 2014

RESOLUTION NO. 149-2013 - APPROVING FIRE BOARD ACTIONS

Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Councilmember Peluso, Resolution No. 149-2013 was passed with Mayor Cosgrove abstaining.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Upon motion by Councilmember Swain and a second by Deputy Mayor Trawinski, it was unanimously agreed to open the time for public comments.

Ron Cole, 10 Ramapo Terrace, spoke about the crossing at Ramsey Terrace and Plaza Road which is something that has bugged him.  He has lived on Ramapo Terrace for almost 47 years and he knows very well what the traffic is like there.  He referred to the State ordinance which clearly says that there has to be a 309 foot line of sight for either the driver approaching northbound on Plaza Road or a pedestrian standing on the corner of Ramsey Terrace looking south before crossing west.  The main entrance of the Landmark development will be at Ramsey Terrace.  He felt the lack of the line of sight was extremely important and the Planning Board must deal with it.
Mr. Cole congratulated Mayor Cosgrove for the honor bestowed by the Skyline Theater Group.  He also congratulated him on his effort to keep Tom Metzler as Borough Manager, even though it was not successful.  No doubt that Tom Metzler is a really good Borough Manager.  It is not his opinion, this room was filled with hundreds of people a few years ago who gave eloquent testimony to that.  It is a shame that the Borough is losing him.  Tom Metzler has demonstrated his exceptional skills as Borough Manager. He felt it was a shame to lose him.
The Council has on several occasions reassured the public that whatever problems amongst them they would always work constructively for the benefit of the people of this Borough.  This time they failed.  They should have figured how to keep Tom Metzler as Borough Manager for five years, seven years or until he couldn't walk anymore.  Politics usually raises it head in these types of circumstances.  He wanted to make it clear that his comments had nothing to do with politics.  He is a lifelong registered Democrat who was not reluctant to vote for good Republicans.
Mr. Coll stated that a group of residents have decided to have a testimonial dinner in Tom Metzler's honor.  It will take place Saturday, May 11 at the Fair Lawn Athletic Club, $20 per person.  He was asking people that want to be there, send him an e-mail at rcoll12@verizon.net.  He will work out the details of how people can pay.  They don't want him to go off into the sunset without the citizens of the community showing their appreciation.

Sammy Simon, owner of property located at 24-03 Ellington Road, spoke about the neighbor at 24-23 Ellington Road who no longer lives there.  There have been summonses issued for property maintenance.  The rear yard is in dire need of property maintenance.  The grass has not been cut.  Tree limbs came down in the snow storm of 2011 and are still there.  He asked how the Borough intends to address this issue. 
Mayor Cosgrove stated there is a Property Maintenance Committee which he is the liaison from the Council.  People are abandoning their homes.  The bank does not foreclose on these properties so the Borough cannot go after the homeowner because they cannot be found and they cannot go after the bank because they have not taken over ownership of the home.  There are about 30 homes that the Borough is cutting the lawn and charging them a lien but will never see that money.  He met with the Property Maintenance officer and is trying to work on a plan.

Manager Metzler stated as the Mayor indicated, the Borough employees are authorized to do minimum clean up of the property.  Some cases the properties have built in pools and the fence is damaged and they have gone in and fixed the fence.  There is going to be a proposal given to the Mayor and Council in the next few weeks whereby they are considering privatizing this to have a firm go in and maintain these properties.  The situation he has described is a little different because it is not in foreclosure so technically it is private property.  They depend on the Property Maintenance Officer and the Courts to issue summonses.  He did take the information on that property and will follow up on it.

Mayor Cosgrove said that he had put this issue on the next Work Session Agenda.  
Attorney Mondello advised that the Borough ordinances contain provisions if the Property Maintenance Officer goes out to inspect and there is a hazard for example a tree limb that might fall on the neighbor's house, notice is given to the property owner and if it is not corrected in a certain amount of time, the Borough will take care of the safety issue and then place a lien on the house.

Howard Mark, 12-23 Ferry Heights, spoke about the home energy program that is run from the County.  He thought many people would be need of that program.  He also wondered how the League of Women Voters raises their questions.  He presented a question to them that was not used.
Catherine Aliotta, 23-05 High Street, thanked Manager Metzler for what he has done for Fair Lawn.  She wondered if there was any money in the budget to put a stop light at the corner of Parmelee Avenue and Fair Lawn Avenue because it is very difficult to make a left at that intersection.  Mayor Cosgrove informed her that everyone wants a light at almost every intersection.  He assured her that pedestrian safety was a major item on his agenda.
Pam Coles, 13-34 George Street, questioned if the business owners have been notified about the change in the times the dumpsters can be picked up.  Councilmember Peluso stated that Captain Kneer has been directing his officers to pursue this.
Ms. Coles spoke about late night dumping of construction debris into the dumpsters.  Manager Metzler suggested if they were illegally dumping she should call the Police Department.  Attorney Mondello advised her to write down the license plate number.  Councilmember Swain thought they could contact the bank who owns the dumpster.  Manager Metzler said that was true because the crime was against the dumpster owner.  Attorney Mondello advise there were two issues present such as the noise ordinance for the loudness of the dumping and the second issue was the bank should be concerned about people dumping in their dumpsters.  Mayor Cosgrove assured her that the bank would want to pursue this matter.
Ms. Coles thanked Manager Metzler for what he has done for Fair Lawn.  This past year with the storms they have had, it has been Manager Metzler that has lead the way with FEMA and cleaning up.  She commended him for what he accomplished.

Rich Seibel, 33-07 Halsey Road, thanked Manager Metzler for everything he has done.  He wondered about the memorial for Mary Ann Collura and if the flags would be flown at half mast.  Manager Metzler advised that permission has been sought from the State.  As of today, approval has not been granted.  Mr. Seibel suggested that once they received permission to lower the flag, perhaps they could send a blast e-mail to all the residents informing them of it being lowered.  Mayor Cosgrove stated that new flags were installed on River Road.  
Mr. Seibel suggested that people take a look at their flags to see that they are in good shape

Pam Coles, 13-34 George Street, wondered if glow sticks would be given out to the kids during the memorial for Mary Ann Collura.  Manager Metzler stated the PBA has taken care of the all of the details.  He also mentioned that buses would be provided to those who walked to church and now need a ride back to the Municipal Building.
There being no comments, upon motion by Deputy Mayor Trawinski and a second by Councilmember Swain the time for public comments was unanimously closed.

CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION 

Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Baratta and a second by Deputy Mayor Trawinski, the following closed session resolution was unanimously adopted at              8:46 p.m.


WHEREAS; the Open Public Meeting act of the State of New Jersey permits the public to be excluded from certain matters to be discussed by the Governing Body; and


WHEREAS; the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fair Lawn desire to discuss Contract Negotiations - Part Time Employees, Vanderplaat Property, Personnel:  Acting Manager Position and Pending Litigation:  Dog Attack; and

WHEREAS; these matters are ones which permit the exclusion of the public from such discussions; and


WHEREAS; minutes will be taken during this closed session and once the need for confidentiality no longer exists the minutes will be available to the public.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fair Lawn that the public be excluded since these matters as set forth above are ones which permit the exclusion of the public from such discussions.


ADJOURNMENT:

Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Baratta and second by Deputy Mayor Trawinski                  the meeting was adjourned at 10:05 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,




















________________________________________                                                              






Joanne M. Kwasniewski, RMC,CMC,MMC   






 Municipal Clerk

The undersigned have read and approve the foregoing minutes. 

________________________________________          

Mayor John Cosgrove
                                                      


_________________________________                                                               

 Deputy Mayor Jeanne Baratta         

Councilmember Kurt Peluso
                                                          

__________________________________ 
Councilmember Lisa Swain


Deputy Mayor Edward Trawinski
