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Minutes of the Open Space Committee 
 

February 23, 2009 
 

Mayor Weinstein called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm. 
 
Present:  Mayor Steven Weinstein, Acting Manager Joanne Kwasniewski, Superintendent of 
Recreation Jim Graff, Michael Hakim, Jack Susser, Crystal Robbins, Heather Blecher, Kurt 
Peluso, Joan Goldstein, Peter Kortright and Maureen Moriarty. 
 
Absent:  Councilmember Ed Trawinski, Wendy Dabney, Benny Salerno, Ira Frankel, Peter 
Weissberg and Ted King. 
 
The question was raised regarding any updates on the Kodak site.  Mayor Weinstein stated 
that nothing has come before the Council.  The plans must be presented to the Planning Board 
first.  Wendy Dabney, who represents the Open Space Committee and the Environmental 
Commission on the Adhoc committee, had a few meetings and haven’t come to the Council as 
of yet.  They would have to ask for an amendment to the whole district not just the Kodak site.  
Michael Hakim stated that one of the people involved with the Route 208 study has left the firm 
and taken other people with her so it might have an impact on what is happening on Route 
208.   
 
Mayor Weinstein stated that the League of Women Voters were invited to the Adhoc 
committee meeting.  There was input from other groups on the Adhoc committee.   
 
Minutes and Attendance:   
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes from the previous meeting. 
 
Updates: 
 
George Street Firehouse – Mayor Weinstein stated that the contract is in the hands of the 
attorney representing the fire company.  The Council will be discussing this in closed session 
at their next meeting.  At this point, it looks like this is going to happen.   
 
Lackland Property – Mayor Weinstein stated that the Borough Attorney is working out the 
details with River Road because the property would be turned over to the Borough but River 
Road would be maintaining it.   
 
Communication with TPL – Acting Manager Kwasniewski stated that there has been no 
communications because e-mails and phone calls have not been returned.  It was suggested 
that Councilmember Trawinski call TPL since he knows some of the people there and he will 
ask them to contact the Borough Manager.   
 
Communication with Green Acres-Applications, etc. – Michael Hakim stated that this is an 
interesting time in Green Acres.  Money is extremely tight and the fact that the Borough has 
not had a success as of yet, puts the Borough behind with the State.  It is strange that the 
Governor states that he is for Green Acres but he is cutting budgets.  There was talk for 
another appropriation in 2009 similar to the one in 2008, but there hasn’t been anymore talk.  
There might be an attempt by the Governor to get a more permanent source of funding in 
place sooner rather than later.  
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With regards to the application that was submitted for additional funding in September, Michael 
Hakim is still not optimistic about it.  They have made there decisions, but have not met to 
announce them yet.  They will meet on March 11.  The fact that the meeting was put off is an 
indication that something is going on behind the scenes.  Although they say that the decisions 
have been made they are still speaking with Mr. Hakim and he thinks that there might be a 
possibility for the Borough.   
 
Michael Hakim stated that the Committee needs to seize the opportunities they have by getting 
the letters out to the property owners.  This is the worst time to be selling a property.  The 
contract needs to be submitted to show that the Borough is ready to close the deal.  If the 
Borough is given more money in March, the Borough should be ready to move quickly before 
the buying opportunity leaves.   
 
Peter Kortright stated that the sub-committee for the Kodak site has been working on the site 
for about nine months.  The sub-committee has come to some conclusions that they feel 
comfortable with.  The planners are going to present the final draft to the Planning Board 
formally at a work session, then another meeting will be scheduled for comments and finally a 
public hearing will occur where the residents can come and give there comments.  The 
committee extensively looked at the environmental concerns.  It has been mostly cleaned up, 
but there are some issues.  The committee is looking at the entire Route 208, but since Kodak 
is the only one that is looking for a change in their use, the committee is focusing on that site.   
 
Letter to Property Owners on Open Space Recreation Plan – Acting Manager Kwasniewski 
stated that the letters were mailed and Acting Manager Kwasniewski actually had a telephone 
call from Jacob Rys, who owns a property on Saddle River Road.  Mr. Rys’ property is located 
at 0-82 Saddle River Road.  The recipients of the letters and the letter were read.   
 
The committee has not prioritized any of the new properties on the list.  Michael Hakim 
recommended that the priorities be ignored and the Borough should go for any progress.   
 
New Business:  Mayor Weinstein stated that he received a letter from County Executive 
Dennis McNerney that the Borough’s project of athletic fields and pool fencing, in the amount 
of $56,500 was approved.  
 
Michael Hakim stated that when the Borough sends a progress letter to Green Acres showing 
them the contract with the fire company, the letters that were sent to the property owners 
should be included with a cover letter from the Mayor.   
 
Councilmember Trawinski stated that he found the pedestrian and bicycle report with all the 
back up components attached to it.  Councilmember Trawinski will give a copy to Acting 
Manager Kwasniewski. 
 
Mayor Weinstein announced that the Morlot Avenue Bridge is open.  Mayor Weinstein noticed 
that the surface of the bridge is not smooth like a normal road.  It has some texture so this 
might be something that the Engineering Department might want to look into for crosswalks.  
When drivers approach the crosswalk they feel a difference and slow down.  The gentleman 
that built the bridge stated that they used that surface because they noticed that buses 
traveling into Paterson, traveled at a high rate of speed and had difficultly making the turn.   
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There is $613,000 in the Public Open Space Trust Account.   
 
The question was raised regarding the purchasing of larger properties and if would look better 
for the Borough if a larger property were to be purchased.  Michael Hakim stated that some 
properties have more value than others.  Properties that are contiguous to other open spaces 
have a higher value because they expand open space.  Open space properties that can be 
parks in under served areas of town are considered high value properties.  The size is not that 
crucial.  There is no one formula.  At this point in time the committee needs to show Green 
Acres that the Borough is doing their part.  The success is not necessarily measured in acres.   
 
There was an article that stated Woodcliff Lake received $800,000 from the County for open 
space funds.  This was for a specific linkage property. 
 
Peter Kortright stated that there is the Rys property located on Saddle River Road.  The 
person that owns the property can build on it.  The County doesn’t want to do anything with it.  
It is an excellent piece of property, but it will be the Borough’s problem if it is acquired.  The 
speed limit there is 45 mph.  Jacob Rys stated that he is open to offers for the property at 0-82 
Saddle River Road.   
 
Public Comments: 
Ron Cole, 10 Ramapo Terrace stated that the five acres along Berdan Avenue across from 
Daly Field is valued at over 5 million dollars.  Landmark knew that they brought the piece of 
property cheap.  Due to the economic environment, the developer might not have the funds to 
build.  If the Borough could make one big buy, that piece of land is the premium piece of land 
in the Borough.  There are advantages pressing for this sale. 
 
It was asked that if the contract does go through, do they have to prove to the Borough that 
they are a viable entity.  The Borough could be left in the situation that instead of having open 
space the Borough could have a partially built development.  Michael Hakim stated that the 
original plans for Radburn were five times the size it is now.   
 
Marshall Chandler, 18 Ramapo Terrace feels that things are shifting in the Radburn 
Association and they might be more receptive than they would have been a year ago.  The 
property is geographically in the center for the Borough.  Councilmember Trawinski asked who 
Mr. Chandler gets the sense that they are shifting from.  Right now the Borough can approach 
Radburn for Daly Field.  Mr. Chandler feels that this is a win/win situation.  The Borough might 
be able to obtain a property with taking a problem off of Radburn’s hands.  This might be a way 
out for the Board of Trustees.  Councilmember Trawinski stated that a letter was sent to the 
Radburn Association so if there is a shift, hopefully the Association will contact the Borough.   
 
Walter Weglein, 18 Ramsey Terrace stated that the Radburn Association Board of Trustees is 
having a meeting tonight and one of the items that they are discussing is the contract.  A 
phase of the contract has died and either party can get out.  There does seem to be movement 
toward not selling the property.  If anytime is right, the time is now.   
 
Ron Cole, 10 Ramapo Terrace stated that historically what ignited the storm in Radburn was a 
secret deal to sell the property.  The Radburn Trustees have made it clear to everyone in the 
community that they will be holding an open meeting to determine whether they want to extend 
the contract and that all homeowners will have an opportunity to express their position before 
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they take a vote.  This is a major step forward.  There were trustees who objected to making 
the deal in secret, without notifying the homeowners.   
 
Bart Spinelli, 8 Bedford Place stated that it is a fantastic deal for the town because it is five 
continuous acres.  This is fantastic opportunity because it is already open space with no 
buildings to destroy.  Also it is close to the High School, so when there is not enough fields for 
their activities it opens up another area.   
 
Michael Hakim stated that no one is disagreeing with any of the comments.  To land one or a 
couple of the properties along Plaza Road would be a homerun for the community and the 
committee.  The only caution is that there is a risk.  Putting a deal together takes time.  Time is 
one of the things that the committee doesn’t have.  If the deal takes a year or two of 
negotiations, the Borough might lose that grant money.   
 
Michael Roney, 14 Burnham Place stated that it takes a long time for negotiations.   
 
Maureen Moriarty stated that the Radburn residents need to talk to their trustees and ask them 
to sell the property. 
 
Ron Cole, 10 Ramapo Terrace stated that the trustees will move to extend the contract within 
the next 60 days.  If that happens the Borough is back to negotiations with Landmark and the 
Borough should approach the Radburn Association before that happens.  Councilmember 
Trawinski stated that there are things going on that cannot be made public at this time.  
Individuals could contact them but not the committee.  The Borough Council is very proactive.  
There are things going on and if the Council could tell you what they were, Mr. Cole would be 
very happy.   
 
Everyone knows that open space is at a premium.  The Borough is doing the best that they 
can with all the sites on the list.  The committee wants that same thing that the residents at the 
meeting do.  The committee doesn’t need to be convinced. 
 
The meeting dates for the 2009-2010 calendar are on the agenda, but they can be changed. 
 
Next Meeting:  The next meeting is scheduled for March 23, 2009. 
 
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned. 


