
Fair Lawn Historic Preservation Commission (FLHPC) 

 Meeting Minutes for May 14, 2014 
 
1) 7:30 PM Call to Order 
 
2) Confirmation of Notice to Comply With Open Public Meeting Act 
 
3) Roll Call 
 Felice Koplik – present 
 Amy Hummerstone – present 
 Ray Richter – present 
 Maureen Moriarty – present 
 Rich Ball – present 
 Jayshree Patel – absent 
 Jasvinder Arjani – present 
 Michael Rosenberg – absent 
 
4) Quorum Declared 
 
5) Members of the public Pam Coles, Regina Klaatsch, Jay Morgenstern, Peggy 
Norris, Marc Colyer, Claude Bienstock, Jane Diepeveen, Walter Tuers, Gordon Franz, 
Larry Koplik, and Mary Diduch were welcomed to the meeting. 
 
7) The April 2014 meeting was cancelled due to lack of a quorum. 
  
8) The commission reviewed a draft letter to the zoning board regarding the 
application for Barrister Senior Living at Fair Lawn by Barrister Land Development.  The 
six page letter was reviewed by the commission and highlights of the feedback were: 
 

- The section on the flood plain should be removed. 
- The section on the grade changes should be updated. 
- The commission reviewed the concerns and conclusion section of the letter.  

The commissioners reviewed the order of items and discussed adding 
mention of an option to utilize a 501c3 to maintain the house. 

- Revisions were made to the concerns section of the letter based on 
commission feedback. 

- Commissioners discussed and modified the conclusion section of the letter.   
- The commissioners discussed the merits of adding a firm conclusion to the 

letter and agreed that the letter should contain a specific conclusion. 
- The commission agreed on a conclusion that stated that the house should be 

preserved in place but if that was not an option the house should be moved 
so it can be saved. 

 
 
 
 



9) The public provided substantial input to the commission during the public 
comment period.  Members of the public expressed concern over the site development 
and commission letter and urged the commission to support public concerns in the 
letter.  Commission members provided feedback that although opinions on how to 
preserve history may differ, all commission members are interested in the preservation 
of history. 
 
10) Public Comments 
 
Jane Diepeveen stated that an archaeological survey should be conducted prior to the 
start of any construction work.  She suggested that the commission consider moving 
only the older portion of the house.   She mentioned the impact of not receiving 
approval by the zoning board would be to lower the property value.  Jane also provided 
feedback on the letter content regarding the history and the usage of the easement near 
the Naugle property. 
 
Marc Colyer provided feedback on the letter and requested that the commission write a 
letter strongly opposing any development.  He asked that the commission stand firm on 
protecting the history of Fair Lawn and save the property intact and not move the house. 
 
Peggy Norris expressed concern over the right of way near the Naugle house that could 
cause damage to the structure.  She urged the commission to use the available 
bargaining chips and make the developer work with the county to prevent the 
destruction of the historic setting.  
 
Jay Morgenstern is a home owner near the Vanderbeck house and expressed 
appreciation to the commission for being kept up to date on the application process.  He 
mentioned he received a letter from the developer and had a chance to attend an 
introduction and question and answer session with him.   
 
Regina Klaatsch is also a home owner near the Vanderbeck house and mentioned that 
she has similar concerns as Jay with the site plan and the location of the new 
development to her property. 
 
Walter Tuers expressed concern that the house could not be moved.  He expressed 
concern over the right of way near the Naugle property.  He would like to see the 
property preserved where it is now. 
 
Pam Coles complimented the letter.  She made recommendations to add the ordinance 
to page 2.  She expressed concern over the flood plain and more frequent flooding in 
recent years.  She expressed concern that Green Acres would not allow the house to be 
moved to a Green Acre property.  She expressed concern that the commission was 
divided on their approach to the preservation of the Vanderbeck house and needs to 
unite on a strategy quickly. 
 
 



 
Claude Bienstock complimented the commission on an outstanding letter.  He urged the 
commission to make their presence known at the zoning board meetings.  He advised 
the commission to speak briefly and to the point.  He also feels that movement will 
disturb the house and it is best preserved on its current site.  
 
Gordon Franz noted that the roof at the Vanderbeck house has not been repaired and 
that if the developer is serious about saving the house the roof would be repaired. 
 
Larry Koplik stated that the preservation easement on the Naugle / Green Acre property 
could factor into the ability to move the house to the site. He noted that the applicaton 
as written calls for the destruction of the Vanderbeck house and that attachment Z1 of 
the application sates that the site is not particularly suitable for residential housing.  He 
also expressed concern on the 100 year flood levels in relation to the site. 
 
 
Ray moved to adjourn and Jasvinder seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:05 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Rich Ball 


