Borough of Fair Lawn, New Jersey

OFFICE OF THE CHAPLAIN

Police/Fire/EMS/Office of Emergency Management
8-01 Fair Lawn Avenue, Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410
Telephone: (201) 794-5412
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April 17, 2003...a date which is forever etched in the hearts and minds of
those who knew and were served by Officer Mary Ann Collura. It was Holy
Thursday evening when the night was shattered by gunshots which were heard
coming from the church grounds on Morlot Avenue and River Road.

Following a car chase which ended on the front lawn of the VVan Riper Ellis
Broadway Baptist Church in Fair Lawn, Clifton Officer Stephen Farrell and Fair
Lawn Officer Mary Ann Collura were attempting to arrest the suspect on the rear
lawn of the church.

Suddenly the actor pulled a concealed gun and shot both officers. Officer
Farrell was able to return fire even though he was severely wounded.
Unfortunately Officer Collura was fatally shot above and below her bullet proof
vest. The suspect then stole Officer Collura’s vehicle and struck her with it before
fleeing the area.

Those shots heard that night reverberated throughout our state and nation.
President George W. Bush spoke about Mary Ann’s sacrifice just a month later.
He said, “The risks of law enforcement come in difficult assignments, and even in
routine calls. Officers train and prepare for many threats, yet preparation will
never take the danger away from a hard profession. Mary Ann Collura, an 18-year
vet from the Fair Lawn, New Jersey Police Department, was killed while
confronting an armed man after a high-speed chase. A fellow officer later said,
"You know, there are probably a hundred cops like this who did everything right
and still have their names on the wall. You put your faith in the hands of God
every day when you go out there."”

Officer Collura was born in New York City. She was a graduate of Fair
Lawn High School and had attended William Patterson College. She was a life-
long resident of Fair Lawn and Fair Lawn's first female police officer. Being a
police officer was her life's dream.



Officer Collura was a certified NJ Police Training Commission instructor
and had served as one of the department's firearms officers and armorer. She was
also certified as a Police Carbine Instructor. She had been a member of the Bergen
County Rapid Deployment Force for 5 years and she was a Delegate to the New
Jersey State P.B.A.

Officer Collura had received numerous awards including a departmental
Meritorious Service Award and the Hackensack University Medical Center EMS
Excellence Award for saving a life with a defibrillator. She had received
numerous commendation letters from the community for her prompt, courteous,
and thoughtful service.

In 1999, it was Officer Collura's suggestion that the elementary school
children be given glowing light sticks to wear at night when trick-or-treating. Her
project has been repeated every year since.

Mary Ann Collura was a well-respected and well-loved member of the Fair
Lawn Police Department. She is sadly missed.

On Wednesday, April 17, 2013 we will remember Mary Ann’s sacrifice at a
special Remembrance Service which will begin at the Fair Lawn Borough Hall at
5:00 p.m. and conclude at the Van Riper Ellis Broadway Baptist Church. A special
memorial concert will also be held on Saturday, April 20, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the
Van Riper Ellis Broadway Baptist Church.

Come join us as we remember and give thanks for Officer Mary Ann Collura
of the Fair Lawn Police Department on this 10" Anniversary of her ultimate
sacrifice.

Sincerely,

Chaplain David Boone
Fair Lawn Police Department
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10 Year Memornal Events

Events Schedule:

April 17, 2013 -

April 17, 2013 -

April 17,2018

April 20, 2013 -

Apnl 17-20, 2013

Memorial Wreath Laying at 5:00 p.m.

at the Police Memorial located 1n front

of Borough Hall (all organizations/persons
are mnvited to bring and present a wreath 1n

memory of Officer Collura.)

A marching/vehicle procession will proceed to
the Van Riper Ellis Broadway Baptist Church for
candlelight (glowstick) memornial service following
the wreath laying.

Memorial Service to begin upon arrival at church.

Reception to follow the service on church grounds.

Ofhcer Mary Ann Collura Memorial Concert at
the Van Riper Ellis Broadway Baptist Church at
7:00 p.m. The group, The West Virgimans, from
Philipp1, West Virginia will be presenting this
memorial concert.



